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by Lynda Carson 


n July 20, people organized by 
the Campaign for Renters 


Rights held a victory rally out-. 
side Alameda City Hall after - 


Alameda Housing Authority” Director 
Michael Pucci managed to persuade HUD 
to fork over $630,000 that it owed to 
restore funding for 108 families that had 
their housing vouchers terminated due to 
the Section 8 crisis created by HUD. 

This alarming crisis in Alameda, 
California, is just one example of what is 
happening across the country. Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) officials have 
been scrambling to counter the negative 
press reports of blind and disabled people 
all over the nation that are facing home- 
lessness and immediate expulsion from 
their housing after they recently found out 
that their Section 8 vouchers no longer 
cover all of their rent expenses. : 

While in the midst of a critical struggle 
to save hundreds of people from being 
evicted, Alameda Housing Authority 
Director Pucci said in an interview on July 
9, “In the fast 20 years, this has been the 
worst disaster of my career. I had to serve 
notice to over 1,600 renters lately, and tell 
them that-we may not have been able to pay 
their rents for the month of June. HUD has 
not been responding to our pleas for more 
assistance. There are people calling to ask if 
their vouchers are being funded next month 
and I don’t know what to tell them. And 
then there have been protests going on in 
the streets of Alameda, at City Hall and in 
front of my home. If not for the help of my 
staff, | may not have been able to face this 
crisis situation on my Own.” 

Pucci said that his agency has also 


to 20 years to bring about!” 


by Lynda Carson 

: -t the same time as the nation’s 
Section 8 housing crisis has spi- 
raled out of control since HUD 


County has been facing its own worst crisis 
since the affordable housing movement was 
started there back in 1968 by the 
Ecumenical Association for Housing. 


This latest crisis began on June 30, 
2004, when several affordable housing 


developers of Marin County were notified - 


that the HUD regional office: had ordered 


the Marin Housing Authority to terminate. 
one part of its Section 8 program, known. 


as the project-based vouchers. 
HUD’s move to take away project- 


HUD Creates Affordable 
Housing Crisis in Marin 
“No one saw this crisis coming! It shocked us all. We. may 
have expected a few cutbacks here and there to come, but 


nothing of this magnitude. Some of these projects took up _ : 
— Jennifer Puff, Marin Continuum of Housing 


. cut funding to many public 
housing authorities on April 22, Marin 


Volume 10, No. 8 
A publication zd shige miner an arenes Sonn Leen’ 


been hurt financially by HUD’s actions. 

“The Alameda Housing Authority has 
faced a 6 percent loss in administration 
fees to run the Section 8 program since 
mid-May, and that. does not include the 
voucher funding shortfalls that also took 
place since late April,” Pucci said. 

“I’m really stressed out by what’s been 
happening, and HUD has already post- 
poned several meetings I set up with them 


based vouchers threatened the viability of 
14 nonprofit organizations operating 30 
affordable housing developments contain- 


ing a minimum of 200 households. The- 


affected households consist of some of the 
poorest, most disabled and most vulnera- 
ble residents of Marin County. 

Jennifer Puff, executive director of the 
Marin Continuum of Housing and 
Services, the sponsor of transitional hous- 
ing at Hamilton Field, reacted in shock to 
HUD’s decree. 

“No one saw this crisis coming!” she 
said. “It shocked us all. We may have 


“expected a few cutbacks here and there to 


come, but nothing of this magnitude. Some 
of these projects tock up to-20 years to 
bring about! The homeless situation in 
Marin is as bad as it is in San Francisco, 


Malika ‘Nassirruddin. and her children at Alamed: 
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to find out what’s going on: “This has never 
occurred before, and I’m very concerned. I 
would not wish to ever relive what I have 
been going through lately, and if we do not 
get new funding to hand out new vouchers 
to the 108 families caught up in this mess, 
they will be at risk of becoming homeless 
and will see their quality of life disappear 
very rapidly.” 

The crisis developed very rapidly. In 


and these affordable housing projects are so 
crucial to helping people that are homeless 


- or at risk of becoming homeless.” 


Ecumenical Association for Housing 
(EAH) has been at the center of the crisis 
from the beginning. Marin activists 
Marion Brady and Renee Ruskin attended 
a July 14th meeting with members of 
EAH and other housing developers 


involved in the crisis. They described the 
meeting as being fraught with concern as 


they all tried to figure cut the best 


ty Hal raring 5 piitest of HUD’s threatened housing cutbacks, 
At first, the sign | said, “Save Our Homes.”\Malika painted "We Saved” over the sign to celebrate a victory for. tenants. 
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early June, 2004, Atavnedi had about 1,625 
familiés in the Section 8 program; yet by 
July 9, there were only 1,502 families left 
in the program after 108 vouchers were ter- 
minated due to the results: of HUD’s fund- 
ing shortfalls, and after numerous families 
voluntarily walked away from the program. 
At least 108 families lost their vouchers in 
Alameda because they recently accepted 


_ See The Section 8 Scandal page 14 


‘The 60 units of transitional housing at Hamilton Air Base will serve more than 140 
people. Advocates. are pushing to recover the project-based Section 8 vouchers on this 
property and others in Marin County. HUD pulled 200 vouchers unexpeciedly. 


approach to determine which projects are 
most at risk due to the funding shortfalls 
created by HUD. 

In an alert put out on July 14, Betty 
Pagett of EAH clarified how the crisis cre- 
ated by HUD affects affordable housing in 
Marin. The termination of project-based 
vouchers was: Virtually without warning. — 
HUD is allowing no “cure” period for alter- 
native arrangements to be made. 

The cuts fall on the most vulnerable 


See Housing Crisis in Marin page 15 
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The Deadly Consequences of Criminalization 


_ August 2004 


A nationwide epidemic of hate crimes and murders of homeless people 


Editor’s note: Donald Whitehead is 


the first formerly homeless person to serve 
as executive director of the National 
Coalition for the Homeless, the largest 
homeless advocacy group in the nation. 


He delivered the keynote address at a 
| forum on the Criminalization of Homeless 
People held in San Francisco on July 8, 
cosponsored by Meridian Gallery and the 
American Friends Service Committee. 


by Donald Whitehead 


he National Coalition for the 
Homeless was founded in 1984 
by a group of individuals who 
were not willing to continue let- 


ting people die on the streets of the richest 


country in the world. 

Its founders banded together to pursue a 
national remedy for the most extreme 
poverty. They shared the perspective that 
homelessness is the tragic consequence of 
an unconscionable lack of societal will to 
. ensure all people access to the basic 
resources necessary for survival. NCH sees 
homelessness as the ultimate societal injus- 
tice for which the redress must involve the 
restoration of basic equality of all people. 

Unfortunately, even with all the hard 
work of the National Coalition for the 
Homeless and other groups, homelessness 
has continued to grow unabated. We cur- 
rently have the highest, number of people 
homeless in the history of the United 
States. We estimate about 3.5 million peo- 
ple are homeless. Last year, according to 
- the U.S. Conference of Mayors, homeless- 
ness grew by about 17 percent in this coun- 
try. Incredibly, 30 percent of the people 
who requested shelter in this oe were 
turned away for lack of space.’ 

As the numbers of homeless people-rise 
in this country, we also have seen the rise 
of criminalization. Cities generally have 
failed to address the root causes of poverty, 
homelessness and economic inequality, It is 
increasingly likely that, instead of address- 
ing those issues, their solution is incarcera- 
tion. Local jurisdictions adopt ordinances 


that criminalize common activities such as - 


sleeping, sitting on a sidewalk, standing or 
begging in public places; and people with- 
out homes frequently face arrest for public 
nuisance crimes. 

The National Coalition has. done stud- 
ies for the last four years where we looked 
at 147 communities in this country. We 
found that, in 80 percent of those commu- 
nities, fishes people were being crimi- 


Wish, Nad incredibly, in 100 per- 
cent of rth ‘$e Cities, there was not enough 
shelter space to adequately provide for the 
i icles : peopie in then community. 
‘vation hides people with the most 
s irom public view, and prison 


“ices. Incarcerating homeless peo- 
es their situation. Once they 
# system they are still home- 

re} sigible for hous- 
al resources. 


a othe Fr conse: Avie es. We have noticed 
Our years a tise in hate crimes 

agi homeless se As a direct resuit 
of the villainization of homeless people, we 

_ have seen an increase in horrible acts of 
violence against people that are homeless in 


this country. Over the last five years, we 


have seen 280 incidents of violence against 
homeless people, and 131 of those inci- 
dents have resulted in death. 

The crimes have ranged from behead- 
ing to drowning to firebombing. And the 


victims have ranged in age from four: 


*me an alternative to housing and 


ization of homeless people 


A shocking scene from Bumfights shows the cruel beating of a homeless man. 


We should be angry about people getting set on fire, and 
we should be angry about children being firebombed sim- 
ply because they’re homeless. We should be angry about 


people being drowned and beheaded. 


months old to 80 years old. This is an 
increasingly prevalent activity in this 


country that is mostly perpetrated by 


youth, ages 18 to 24. 

We think cities that criminalize home- 
less people have a direct link to people 
being victims of hate crimes. People are 
being forced to live away from cities 
because they have to. fear arrest, and 
they’re moving to more obscure locations; 
and when they move out to those ldca- 


tions, they become ‘susceptible: to dee at 


kinds of crimes. 

Just in the last couple months, we’ve 
seen some of the worst examples .of these 
types of crimes. We’ve seen people being 
dragged behirid cars. We saw a person 
being set on fire again, and that type of 
crime continues to happen. We saw a cou- 
ple months ago in Cleveland, Ohio, a group 
of kids running around the city stunning 


homeless people with stun guns. But they 
- were brilliant kids, and they put it on film, 


and their car broke down in front of a police 
station, so they’re not doing that anymore 
— they’re doing some time right now. 

We’ ve also seen another phenomenon 
that we think is just an incredibly egre- 
gious practice that has materialized. Hate 
speech has become a common practice in 
this country. Hate speech includes the 
exploitation of homeless people in videos, 
literature, and the other media like radio 


and television. We just had a very suc- 


cessful campaign against one of these. 
There was a video being produced called 
Bumfights. Bumfights actually sold almost 
a half-million copies around the world. 
Bumfights was a video where homeless 
people were being paid to do things like 
set their hair on fire. They were being 
paid to fight. They were being paid to do 
stunts like riding shopping carts down 
stairs, running headfirst into restaurant 
counters, pulling their teeth out with pli- 
ers. The producers of these videos saw 


‘that as a form of entertainment. 


We were outraged by this, and we 
resisted. At one point, we were inter- 
viewed in the media about this by 
MSNBC, CBS evening news and CBS 
morning news. We struggled with that 
particular course of action because we 
didn’t want to promote that video any 


more, although we knew we had to do 
something about it. So we attacked it at 
the retail end. These Bumfights videos’ 


were being sold at Target, in Borders, in 
Best Buy, in Tower, in Blockbuster, in 
most of the major retailers in the country. 
We launched a campaign to stop that. 
We just got the letter from the last retail- 
er, Blockbuster Video, and all of these 
videos have been pulled from the shelves. 
_ The seriousness of this issue is that a 
lot of these hate crimes that we’ve seen 
over the ‘last year have been copycat 


“crimes that people saw in these Various 
‘videos. Fhe*stun' gun incident was some- 


thing that was done on a video in Las 
Vegas. People are being set on fire, which 
was something that was done on a video, 
and kids have mimicked this. And it’s 
really caused a lot of people to suffer very 
greatly across. this country. 

But we don’t want to stop at just the 
Bumfights and the hate speech. We’ ve done 


a few other things that we think are going 


to be very helpful in really bringing this 
issue to a close. We’ve talked with mem- 
bers of Congress and we’ve met with the 
entire Judiciary Committee; and we now 
have a letter being circulated in Congress 
asking for a GAO study looking into the 
incidence of hate crimes in this country. 
Rep. John Conyers from Michigan has cir- 
culated that letter in the House, and we also 
have another letter that is going to be circu- 
lated in the Senate by Sen. Rockefeller 
from West Virginia. 

The other thing that we’re doing leg- 
islatively involves the criminalization 
issue, but it also involves the much bigger 
underlying issue of ending homelessness 


in this country. Because if we truly end 


homelessness, then we don’t have to 
worry about criminalization and hate 
crimes because there won’t be people on 
the streets that this can happen to. 

So we’ve launched the Bringing 


‘America Home Act. It is a comprehensive 
set of initiatives to address the issue of © 


homelessness. And it starts out with 


something that is fundamental to ending - 
homelessness in this. country — some- | 


thing that every other industrialized, First 


World country has a right to — and that’s. 


the right to housing in this country. 

The first title of this bill is putting 
Congress on. record as supporting the 
basic right to housing — something that 
most countries have done through the UN 
Declaration of Human Rights. So we’re 
putting the United States Congress on 


record as supporting that idea. 

~ We’re also asking Congress to do some- 
thing that it hasn’t done in a very long time, 
and that’s to produce housing. Back in the 
early 1970s, under the Ford Administration, 
we produced 400,000 units of housing. This 
year we had a deficit of 250,000 units of 
Section 8 housing. . - 

For the first time in the history of this 
country, people are about to be evicted 
from Section 8 housing. We can’t afford to 
let that continue. This bill asks for 1.5 mil- 


- lion units of housing over the next 10 years, 


or 150,000 Section 8 housing units each 


year for the next 10 years. There are also — 


economic security provisions in the bill. 

It is a comprehensive piece of legislation 
and it really gets to the underlying, systemic 
issues that cause homelessness. For. years, 
we have been putting a band-aid ‘on this 


_ issue; we’ve only been treating the symp- 


toms. It’s time to really get to the issues that 
truly cause homelessness — and that’s the 


lack of affordable, housing and poverty. 
Substance abuse does not cause homeless- » 


ness. Mental illness does not cause home- 
lessness. What really causes homelessness 
in this country is that people do not have 
enough money to go around and there are 
not enough houses to go around. This bill 
really gets to those issues. 

The part of this legislation dealine with 
civil rights and criminalization will proba- 


‘bly be a little bit controversial. I’m sure 


‘every city won’t be willing to sign onto 
this bill because #t requires that cities 


receiving CDBG or HOME funds (federal - 


funds) shall not pass zoning ordinances or 
make zoning decisions that prevent facili- 


ties designed to serve people in homeless , 


situations or low-income people. It also 


_ requires, that cities receiving CDBG or 
__ HOME funds. shall not pass ordinances that 
hhave'a ‘discriminatory impact on homeless 


people or that punish homeless people for 


_ carrying out life-sustaining practices in 


public spaces when no alternative public 


Spaces are available, or laws relating to 


curfew or runaways that result ii homeless 
youth being made delinquent. 

It also requires that cities that receive 
HUD McKinney-Vento dollars certify that 
they are not criminalizing homeless peo- 
ple through laws and ordinances, or they 
will not receive McKinney-Vento funds. 
Prisons have become the new housing for 
people in homeless situations, so cities are 
going to be adamantly opposed to this. _ 

Our ultimate goal is to make homeless 
people and people that are living in pover- 
ty a protected class under civil rights leg- 
islation. Right now, we have 53 cospon- 
sors for this legislation. It’s the broadest 
piece of legislation to date to address this 
issue, and is a solution to the housing cri- 


sis in this country. 


We at.the National Coalition for the 
Homeless think that legislation is definitely 
one of the ways to get people to remedy the 
situation, but we certainly don’t think it is 
the only way. We think that, truly, if we’re 
ever going to end homelessness in this 
country, we have to get angry. We have to 
get organized. We have to start grass-roots 


organizing and advocacy like we had when 


the other social movements in this country 
came to a boiling point. ; 

We see the criminalization of home- 
lessness as the unfinished business of the 
civil rights movement, and we want to 
address it in the manner that the civil 
rights advocates and the civil rights pio- 
neers did. In order to end criminalization, 
we have to demand that it end. 

_ When we got angry about social ills in 
this country, we were able to make 
changes. When we got angry about the 


See Consequences of Criminalization page 15 
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The hate crime that ended 
the life of Dalrus Joseph 
Brown was a murder with 


_ Many accomplices. 


Editorial by Terry Messman 


he savage and senseless torture 

and murder of a homeless man in 

Oakland by a group of young men 

on July 18 is a warning sign of the 
grave dangers homeless people face due to 
a rising wave of shocking hate crimes. Such 
appalling acts of violence have been made 
nearly inevitable in a climate where politi- 
cians, merchants and the media constantly 
fan the flames of hatred, fear and prejudice 
against homeless people. 

Dalrus Joseph Brown, 52. was vicious- 
ly murdered in the middle of the night by 
a group of young men, ages 15-16, who 
attacked him while he was sleeping along 
the railroad tracks in West Oakland. The 
teenagers repeatedly kicked Brown, shot 
him with a BB gun, and beat him to death 
with metal pipes and boards, then tore 
apart his little shelter. 

The brutal murder of Brown was only 
the latest in a series of violent assaults on 
homeless people in West Oakland, appar- 
ently by groups of young men who singled 
out their victims for attack simply because 
they were homeless. In a previous attack in 
early July, three teenagers were arrested 
after assaulting a homeless man with a 
piece of lumber in West Oakland. 

Even though the police have arrested 
three teenagers for the murder, a larger 
group of accomplices are just as ‘Tesponsi- 
ble for the tragic death of Dalrus Joseph 
Brown. Homeless advocates all over the 

country have been warning local, state’ and 


“federal legislators that homeless people 


urgently need protection from a new epi- 

demic of hate crimes and murders. These 
hate crimes have been directly fueled by 
the constant vilification and scapegoating 
of homeless people by politicians, mer- 
chants and the media. 

For the past four years, Street Spirit has 
reported on these hate crimes in California 
and across the nation. Homeless people are 
deliberately sought out, denounced as bums 
and drug addicts, then attacked, beaten, set 
on fire, slashed with knives and murdered 
with guns. Many of the attacks are commit- 
ted by impressionable young people who 
are influenced by the media, by reactionary 
pundits on talk radio and by public defama- 
tion of homeless people in newspapers. 

On July 8, only 10 days before Dalrus 


Joseph Brown was murdered on July 18, 


Donald Whitehead warned about this 
tragedy in words so prophetic and accurate 
that it now appears like clairvoyance. 

Speaking at a forum on the criminal- 
ization of homeless people at the 
Meridian Gallery in San Francisco, 
Whitehead warned that the scapegoating 
of homeless people by political officials 
was a reckless incitement to hate crimes. 
[See Whitehead’s full speech on page two 
of this issue of Street Spirit.] 

Whitehead told a San Francisco audi- 
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The Murder of a Homeless Man in Oakland 


ence on July 8: “The criminalization of 
homeless people has other consequences. 
We have noticed over the last four years a 
rise in hate crimes against homeless people. 
As a direct result of the villainization of 
homeless people, we have seen an increase 
in horrible acts of violence against people 
that are homeless in this country. Over the 
last four years, we have seen 280 incidents 
of violence against homeless people, and 
131 incidents have resulted in death. The 
crimes have ranged from beheading to 
drowning to firebombing.” 

Whitehead warned that youth are espe- 
cially prone to internalize society’s message 
that homeless people are pariahs and public 
enemies. He said, “This is an increasingly 
prevalent activity in this country that is 


_ mostly perpetrated by youth, ages 18 to.24. 
..We. think cities. that. criminalize homeless ., 


people have a direct link to people being 
victims of hate crimes.” 

Ten days after he said those words, 
Dalrus Brown was murdered in Oakland, 
a city where homeless people have been 
criminalized by the police, condemned by 
public officials, and reduced to outcast 
status by the mayor and City Council. 

As if to offer irrefutable proof of 
Whitehead’s point, the Oakland Tribune 
reported that, three weeks prior to the 
murder of Brown, City Councilmember 
Nancy Nadel asked the Oakland police to 
clear out the homeless encampment where 
he lived, on the railroad tracks in West 
Oakland near 14th and Poplar Streets. 

No matter that nearby businesses had 
adopted a live-and-let-live attitude towards 


those living in the encampments, and that 


even the police were reluctant to dismantle 
the camps because there was no other place 
for the homeless residents to live. 

Nadel, who was elected to office as a 
progressive, adopted the worst kind of inhu- 
‘mane politics by asking the police to kick 
people out of their only homes. The only 
responsible position for an Oakland official 
to take is to help find affordable housing or 
available shelter beds, or at least a safer 
location for the camp. Instead, Nadel want- 
ed her fellow human beings to be driven 


Subscri be to Street Spirit! 
: Street Spirit is published by the American Friends Service Committee. Homeless vendors receive 50: papers a day for free, earn 
income and self-reliance, and educate the community about social justice issues. American Friends Service Committee shoulders the 
¢ entire printing costs of more than $3, 000. 00 each month to‘give our vendors a job providing a ee alternative to panhandling. Please 
donate or subscribe to Street Spirit | Help us remain an independent voice for justice!” we 


© IT enclose $25 for one year's subscription. : 
6 Lenclose a donation of 0 $100 1 $50 0 .$ 25 


Homeless people deserve to have freedom from want and freedom from fear. 


away with less concern than would be 
shown towards stray dogs. 

As Whitehead said in his speech on 
July 8: “People are being forced to live 
away from cities because they have to 
fear arrest, and they’re moving to more 
obscure locations; and when they move 


out to those locations, they become sus-- 


ceptible to these kinds of crimes.” 

People were living at that obscure 
location — a dumping ground off the rail- 
road tracks in West Oakland next to ware- 
houses and recycling plants — because 
homeless people have long since found 
that these hidden locations off the beaten 
tracks are the only places where they 
won't be driven away. When they attempt 
to leave these remote areas and sleep out 


_ in safer neighborhoods — in more. central 
locations. with better. lighting. and more 


people living nearby — they are invari- 
ably driven away by the pressure of mer- 
chants, police and political officials. 

That is why people end up sleeping in 
unsafe areas along a railroad siding in 
West Oakland, where they are vulnerable 
to being attacked and murdered in the 
dead of night while they are sleeping. 

When city officials cave in to prejudice 
and. want homeless .encampments 
removed at all cost, they are promulgating 
a form of intolerance that is unacceptable 
in a democracy. Imagine if Nadel had 
demanded that any other minority in our 
society be driven out of sight because 
their presence was offensive. 

Yet that is the message of iidiemnace 
that has been displayed for years by city 
officials in the Bay Area. It is part of an 
edict put out at the highest levels of soci- 
ety — by government officials, the media 
and business owners alike — that home- 
less people are unwanted pariahs. . 

This message, endlessly repeated in 
political campaigns, radio talk shows, TV 
news and even on billboards that attack 
the homeless, can have deadly conse- 


quences. When the pillars of society wage _ 


a highly visible campaign to demonize 
homeless people, an extremely irresponsi- 
ble message is sent out that this is one 
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Detail from The Four Freedoms. Art by Art Hesotnood 


hated minority that it is safe to attack. 

The National Coalition for the Homeless 
(NCH) has carefully documented that, in 
the last five years, 281 hate crimes were 
committed against homeless people and 
131 attacks resulted in death. Last year, 
California was named by the NCH study as 
the single most dangerous state for home- 
less people, due to the number of hate 
crimes and murders here. 

All people should join with the NCH in 
calling on Congress and the General 
Accounting Office to conduct investiga- 
tions into the frightening frequency of 
hate crimes against homeless people. This 
request has been endorsed by over 400 
local and national organizations. 

Most importantly, all people of con- 
science should demand that Oakland. offi- 


_Cials stop trying.to solve the homeless cri- 


sis by asking the police to harass and 
criminalize an already beleaguered minor- 
ity, as Nadel did. All politicians must 
abstain from anti-homeless demagoguery. 
It is as unconscionable to try to drive 
homeless. people out of a city or a neigh- 
borhood as it would be to try to drive out 
any other unwanted minority. 
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by Paul Boden 


nfortunately, but not surpris- 

ingly, the federal govern- 

ment’s campaign compelling 

cities across the country to 
write 10 Year Plans to End Chronic 
Homelessness looks increasingly like no 
more than political campaigning. 

Recognizing Democrats were way too 
timid to seize the debate on the issues of 
homelessness and poverty, the White 
House has launched the Interagency 
Council on Homelessness (ICH) and its 
executive director Phillip Mangano. 

Mangano, an incredibly enthusiastic 
and effective public orator, is on a non- 
stop nationwide tour promoting the bene- 
fits of creating local 10 Year Plans to End 
Chronic Homelessness, and rallying sup- 
port for the Republican administration- 
supported Samaritan Initiative legislation 
(cosponsored by 14 Republicans and two 
Democrats). 

The ICH has even recently launched a 
slick e-mail newsletter highlighting cities 
as they develop or complete their 10 Year 
Plans, as well as lobbying support for the 
Samaritan Initiative legislation. This is 
augmented by a seemingly never-ending 
series of local press conferences (featur- 
ing Phil Mangano, local mayors, and 
planning council members), held in over 
200 cities, singing the praises of this pres- 
idential administration, 10 Year Plans, 
and the Samaritan Initiative. 

These press events are convened by 
various local Republican and Democratic 
mayors and city council members. 
Featuring activities like shelter visits or 
street outreach, these media moments and 
press conferences are always well-attend- 
ed and favorably covered. No local mayor 
is going to be stupid enough to piss off the 


president’s point person on federal home- 
lessness funding to their city. _ 


This is brilliant political campaigning! 
The best part for these guys is that it prob- 
ably doesn’t cost Bush’s re-election cam- 
paign a dime. Phil keeps coming to visit 
and puts out this massive media campaign 
to... help... us. 

So far, Phil has helped 125 cities across 
America to write their 10 Year Plans. And 
Phil has told over 125 cities across America 
that the only way their plans stand a chance 
in hell of getting funded is if the Samaritan 
Initiative Act is passed. 

For local communities, the sad reality 
of federal homelessness funding is this: 
Meet Phil. 

Phil works for the president. Phil wants 
a 10 Year Plan to End. Chronic 
Homelessness in your community. See 
Phil’s fancy binder containing presentations 
on how the Bush Administration wants this 
plan to be written and publicized? 


Phil speaks more like a fiery Boston | 


preacher than a D.C. bureaucrat as he con- 
nects the abolitionist movement to end 
slavery with the White House’s “plan” to 
end homelessness. Phil demands that local 
politicians not discuss the fact that 
President Bush’s new budget will gut $1.6 
billion per year from the largest federal 
program providing affordable housing for 
poor people, impacting an estimated 
250,000 poor families and individuals 
nationally. Instead, they must sing the 
praises of a new $70-million-per-year, 
three-agency federal program to develop 
permanent supportive housing for home- 
less people. 

Never forget that Phil is the only 
chance in hell you have of ever getting 
funding for your local 10 Year Plan. Phil 
wants you to support the Samaritan 
Initiative Act. Phil knows a $70 million 
national initiative (especially administered 
through three separate federal bureaucra- 
cies), with 150 or more cities competing 
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Mangano’s Ten Year Homelessness Scam 


A disturbing image of the growing gap between the rich and poor in San Franciso. A homeless man sleeps next to Damon Hampson 


his wheelchair under an advertisement for “The Most Luxurious Rental Residences in San Francisco. Ever.” 


for it, ain’t even a drop in the bucket, but 
Phil says it’s a good start! 

According to our math, it would take 
22.857 70-million-dollar checks for local 
communities to make up for the $1.6 bil- 
lion cut from Section 8 housing programs. 

But Phil supports these housing cuts. 
Phil says, “The dire predictions of the sky 
falling will not come true.” Later, in true 
oratory excellence, he recasts the dramatic 
HUD cutbacks as “reform” and states, 
“That reform will allow the program to 
serve more people.” (Funny how 
Republicans always seem to think that 
cutting funds for social programs benefits 
poor people, but increased military spend- 
ing makes us safer.) 

San Francisco’s Ten Year Planning 
Council has tried its hardest to develop a 
10 Year Plan we can all stand behind, and 
two weeks have been allocated for public 
review even after Mayor Newsom pre- 
sents the plan at a press conference. 

Guess who’ll be flying in so he can be 
front and center at the podium? The presi- 
dent’s spinmeister in the movie “Wag the 


Dog” has nothing on Phil. 

San Francisco will probably do what- 
ever it needs to do to get as much of what- 
ever money is available, but the pretense 
should stop at the public relations door. 

Everyone wanting to end homelessness 
needs to fully understand the following: 

«+ Throughout America, homelessness 
is increasing, and families are universally 


seen as the fastest-growing segment of the | 
‘homeless population; =~ = feel 


+ Federal cuts to-housing since the 
early 1980s exactly mirror the growth of 
the “problem” of homelessness locally; 

+ It takes 22.857 $70 million checks to 
equal ONE $1.6 billion cut; 

+ Bush’s proposed $1.6 billion cut to 
HUD Section 8 funding will displace, and 
make homeless, thousands of people 
(especially families); and 

« Any plan to address homelessness is 
only as effective as the funding allocated. 

The Samaritan Initiative Act is a 
deceitful Bush Administration ploy 
designed to create the public perception 
they may actually give a shit. No Bay 


photo 


Area representative should support it. 

Last but not least, it has been univer- 
sally proven that housing, not criminaliza- 
tion, is the direction we must turn to if we 
truly want to eradicate homelessness. 


Paul Boden is executive director of the 
Coalition on Homelessness. E-mail Boden at 


_ streetsheet @ sf-homeless-coalition.org. 


Editor’s note: After this article was writ- 


. ten, an outpouring, of coast-to-coast outrage 


forced Republican leaders in Congress.to 
back off Bush’s proposal to cut $1.6 billion 
from the Section 8 program. The House 
VA-HUD appropriations subcommittee 
restored this funding to Section 8 on July 
20, but played a cynical shell game. In 
order to fund Section 8, lawmakers made 
serious cuts to every housing program that 
assists homeless people, the disabled and 
elderly, and people with AIDS. All the 
money that was returned to Section 8 was 
subtracted from another crucial housing 
program, meaning that the cuts are just as 
damaging as ever. 


The Stealth Plan to Drain Funding from Section 8 


by chance martin 


ourteen million American house- 

holds pay over half their income 

for housing. Five million house- 
holds are precariously housed, meaning 
they lack employment stability or income 
to pay for both their housing and other 
basic necessities such as food and cloth- 
ing, or do not have access to affordable 
housing near work, or have experienced 
housing discrimination. 

As many as 3.5 million Americans, 
more than a million of whom are chil- 
dren, lack housing altogether. 

HUD’s Section 8 program is the 
largest source of housing subsidies for 
Americans living in poverty. Last year, 
the Bush Administration proposed a 2004 
budget that would have forced more than 
100,000 extremely low-income families 
out of their homes by cutting funding for 
their Section 8 vouchers. When Congress 
voted that plan down, the Bush 
Administration undertook a stealth plan 
to drain funding from Section 8 by revis- 
ing housing regulations. 

The Bush Administration’s true agenda 
is now coming to light as states and hous- 


ing authorities begin finding shocking 
shortfalls in their funding allocations. If 
these restrictive rules are not repealed, 
thousands of households will lose their 
vouchers and face the very real possibility 
of homelessness. In San Francisco, these 
federal policies place 871 households at 


immediate risk of losing their subsidies, 


with 2071 more in jeopardy by 2009. 

Cynically, the Bush Administration 
has declared a goal of ending “chronic” 
homelessness, while actively opposing 
the creation of a national housing trust 
fund that could help close America’s 
housing gap in a decade. 

Now, the Feds propose to cut Section 
8 funding by $1.6 billion, putting 
250,000 American households at risk of 
homelessness. 

Widespread homelessness during the 
Great Depression was, in large measure, 
solved through housing and works pro- 
grams created by popular mobilization; 
but for the last 25 years, the national 
agenda has been set by three Republican 
administrations and one New Democrat. 
And the last quarter-century of American 
housing policy reveals one constant: an 


ongoing failure to realize that federal cuts 
to low-income housing are linked to a 
concurrent rise in homelessness. 

Sadly, it appears the Bush 
Administration is now ready to blame the 
“fiberals,” the “doubters,” the well-mean- 
ing service providers and the people on the 
front lines for “accommodating” homeless- 
ness. Such charges conveniently ignore the 
64 percent cut to HUD’s housing budget 
since 1978, as well as the annual loss of 
some 90,000 affordable housing units; 
instead, the administration fixes the blame 
for a seemingly intractable homelessness 
crisis on the very people struggling to 
address the problem. 

The Bush Administration should sup- 
port its admirable call to “abolish” home- 
lessness in America by putting its money 
where its mouth is: restore full funding 
for HUD’s Section 8 program, and sup- 
port the National Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund Act. 

Together, we can move toward ending 
homelessness in America. 


chance martin is the Project Coordinator of 
the STREET SHEET, a publication of the 
Coalition on Homelessness. 
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From Public Housing to Homelessness 


A single mother describes 
the traumatic aftershock of 
displacement out of San 
Francisco public housing 
into homelessness. 


by Tiny and Linda William, PNN 


e deep sounds of never-ending, 
mind-numbing, headache-generating 
traffic bombarded the weather-beat- 

en glass of the 6 Motel (not to be confused 
with the pricier Motel 6), as I sat with dis- 
placement survivor and former Valencia 
Gardens tenant Linda William. 

Driving up Highway 80 East, I kept 
referring to my friend and fellow 
PoorNewsNetwork (PNN) writer’s careful 
directions. “It’s sort of near Vallejo,” she 
had said quietly on the phone, the weight of 
her horrendous dilemma flooding her voice. 
“I couldn’t actually afford a motel in 
Vallejo; they were too expensive and all the 
cheap ones were filled,” she said wearily. 

It had been almost two years since 
Linda took the “sweet deal” offered by 
the S.F. Housing Authority to move out of 
her longtime residence at Valencia 
Gardens in San Francisco. Valencia 
Gardens is one of countless public hous- 
ing projects in the Bay Area and across 
the nation labeled in “bad” condition and 
targeted for “redevelopment.” 

This has resulted in the massive dis- 
placement of low-income tenants from 
public housing to essentially “a piece of 
paper.” That is, these tenants were handed 
a Section 8 voucher and a lot of promises 
of available market-rate or privately 
owned low-income housing projects, but 
ended up, like Linda, homeless. As those 


_ of .us in the know say, panic ee ‘was 
“better than no housing. 


“They gave me a Section g cantificate 
and said I could go anywhere with it,” 
Linda explained. “Of course, I had always 
had a dream of moving out of the city 


with my two kids, and I thought this was 
my big chance.” ; 

As Linda spoke, the hairs stood up on 
the back of my neck. I, too, was relying 
on a pending Section 8 certificate to stabi- 
lize the ever unstable housing of myself, 
my mother and my nine-month-old son; 
but from all the recent reports out of the 
Bush Administration, this “stable hous- 
ing” might remain a dream. 

“So with that certificate I started the 
search for housing in Vallejo, Fairfield and 
Marin,” Linda continued. “Well, whaddya 
know, I found closed wait lists on almost all 


_ the low-income housing units in all of those 


places; eee all the rest. of the landlords 


them I had Section 8.” 

As Linda explained how she transferred 
her certificate to Alameda County hoping 
for better luck in Oakland, I remembered 


A homeless woman with her two children sits on the streets of San Francisco. 


the hideously classist and racist experience 
of trying to find an apartment when I told 
landlords that I was on Section 8. “Oh no, I 
don’t think so,” they would say, dreams of 
welfare moms dancing in their land-hold- 


ing heads. 


Linda continued, “Eventually, I found 
a place in the middle of so much gang 
mess, that one of my babies almost got 


shot last month; so I gave up and moved 


to this motel. And now my Section 8 
worker is telling me that it doesn’t matter 
anyway, ‘cause due to the Bush-inspired 
cuts they probably won’t have any money 
left in the Section 8 program to fund 


_ another apartment for me anyway — and 


TV end up-homeless.” Her voice trailed 
off into sadness and the whoosh of the 
highway filled the room’s silence. 

Linda was referring to the very serious 
cuts that the Section 8 program is facing 


Robert L. Terrell photo 


from the Bush Administration, causing 
places like New York City to lose mil- 
lions of dollars for existing Section 8 
vouchers and Alameda County not having 
enough money in May to even cover the 
rents of vouchers already in use. 

~ “And now I hear that people are being 
offered more sweet deals by the Housing 
Authority to move out of the Bayview so 
rich people like Newsom and his buddies 
can make big bucks redeveloping the 
Bayview,” Linda said, then paused to hold 
back an onslaught of tears. “All I can say 
to those folks is: Don’t be fooled. Hold 
onto what you have. Valencia Gardens 


-had its problems, but it was still my home 


— it was still housing.” 

Call PNN at (415) 863- 6306. To get 
involved in fighting the redevelopment effort 
of the Bayview, call Bianca Henry at Family 
Rights and Dignity at (415) 346-3740. 


Homeland Security Threatens Civil Rights in San Francisco 


by Dee, PoorNewsNetwork (PNN) 


n January 2003, San Francisco became 
the largest city to pass a resolution 
which affirms that any efforts to end 
terrorism must not be waged to the detri- 
ment of “the fundamental civil rights and 
liberties of the people of San Francisco.” 
On Thursday, June 3, at about 5 p.m., 
PNN co-editor Tiny and I were driving up 


Larkin Street in San Francisco. As we 
approached the Federal Building, we — 


noticed a very large sparkling white van 
with the words “Homeland Security” in 
bold black letters written on the side. 

Tiny and I started fumbling around the 
car, desperately searching for a camera. 
Finding nothing, we raced to Walgreens 


_ to buy one. When we returned minutes 


later, the van was gone. However, we 
questioned why it was there. Tiny said it 


~ resembled a satellite spy vehicle and it 


was probably parked in the garage of the 
Federal Building. 

| thought the security vehicle must be 
here for the June 5th anti-war march or the 
June 8th bio-tech conference, especially 
since, according to the wording of the act 
itself: “The Patriot Act has removed legal 
barriers that prevented the law enforcement, 
intelligence and national defense communi- 
ties from talking and coordinating their 
work to protect the American people and 
our national security.” 

Considering what occurred at the 
protests for the racial justice rally and the 
entire “reclaim the commons” protest of 
the bio-tech conference — where so many 
people were arrested and an extreme 


amount of excessive law enforcement was 
present — it seemed that if Homeland 
Security had “worked with” the SFPD in 
the arrests or the planning of the police 
action, that it was in direct contradiction 
to the resolution passed by the City 
against the Patriot Act’s misuse. 

In order to find out just how much 
Homeland Security had been involved in 
the police action against the biotech 
protests, I called the mayor’s office and 
asked the first person that answered why 
there was so much police presence at the 
biotech protests. “Because the community 
wanted it,” was the curt answer. Then click. 

I called back again, only to talk to the 
same person who said, “Are you just call- 
ing to fuss with me?” 

I said, “No, I wouldn’t waste my time,” 


Art by Tiffany Sankary 


adding that I would like to speak to some- 
one who could answer some questions. 

I was transferred to an office manager 
who answered my question by saying, “No 
comment — and I mean no comment.” 

This person gave me another number 
for the press person. I proceeded to leave 
a question on their voicemail, which was, 
‘What part did Homeland Security play in 
the police action against the protesters at 
the biotech conference?” 

Two days passed and no one called 
back to answer the question. On Friday, 
June 11, “President” Reagan’s holiday, I 
called and left the same question for the 
press persons for Supervisors Matt 
Gonzalez, Chris Daly, and Jake 
McGoldrick, as well as another message 
for Gavin Newsom’s press person. None 


of them returned the call, even though I 
said there was a deadline for the report for 
the Bayview newspaper and PNN. 

Because there were no return calls and 
no other information except our hunch, and 
because we hadn’t seen the Homeland 
Security van again during the whole week 
of protests, we began to wonder if our 
hunch was correct. Then, as I was trolling 
the Internet for research, I discovered a 
clever person had captured a photo of the 
same Homeland Security van on Friday, 
June 11, parked in front of San Francisco 
City Hall with people boarding it. 

Evidently, with their concentrated 
police/surveillance work completed, the 
Homeland Security forces could leave San 
Francisco and help other police depart- 
ments at other protests attack the civil liber- 
ties of Americans who dare to disagree with 
the policies of the Justice Department and 
the amerikan government. The presence of 
Homeland Security forces will perhaps 
undermine resolutions made by other cities 
to help protect Americans against the abus- 
es of the Patriot Act. 

Even though residents of those cities 
have perhaps been promised by resolutions 
of their city governments that citizens 
would be protected against those abuses, 
we now know what such promises may be 
worth. They may be as ineffective as the 
resolution made by the S.F. Board of 
Supervisors — which, it seems, was a reso- 
lution without any substance. 


Dee is co-editor of POOR Magazine/PNN. 
For more information on poverty and racism,, go 
to Www.poormagazine.org 


by David Bacon 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA - Archie Brown 


was first a ship scaler, and then a long- 
shoreman — a dockworker all his life. He 
was there 70 years ago, when thousands of 
maritime workers closed West Coast ports 
from San Diego to Canada. He saw the 
tanks and guns deployed by shipowners to 
fence off the docks at the height of the 
strike. 


And he remembered what happened | 


next, when police shot into crowds of strik- 
ers, killing two union activists, as they 
sought to break picket lines and escort 
struck cargo off the piers. The deaths of 
Howard Sperry and Nick Bordoise came at 
the peak of one of the longest and bitterest 
of the labor wars of the 1930s. In shock and 
grief, thousands of San Francisco workers 
marched silently up Market Street behind 
the two caskets in a huge funeral proces- 
sion. Then they shut down the entire city in 
the famous general strike. 

For four days during that summer of 
1934, nothing moved in San Francisco. 
Long afterwards, whenever he tried to 
explain what it was like, Archie talked 
about how quiet it was when all the work 
stopped. The important thing about the 
silence, he said, was not its contrast with 
the city’s normal cacophony. It was the fact 
that he and his fellow workers created it 
themselves, by doing nothing. Not working 
may seem a passive form of protest, yet 
their action gave them a sense of power 
they never lost. 

“Without our brain and muscle, not a 
single wheel can turn.” 

Archie must have sung this verse to 
“Solidarity Forever,” the hallowed union 
anthem, hundreds of times on picket lines 

‘in the decades that followed. To him and 
other veterans of the general strike, these 
were not just words. They expressed_a reali- 
ty experienced first hand. The strike taught 
these wharf rats about power — that work- 
ing people could get it, and wield it with 
devastating effect, if they understood that 
the world depended on them. 

Seventy years later, as our modern 
labor movement struggles to regain the 
power it has lost, these four days shine as 
a beacon. They point out that the way 
workers won power proved to be as 
important as what they did with it. 

The maritime and general strikes were 
social movements that came from the bot- 
tom — from the anger and dissatisfaction 
of workers themselves. They were mis- 
trustful of the old labor hierarchy that had 
lost the power and will to improve the 
lives of rank-and-file dockers and sailors. 
So the first thing Archie and his cowork- 
ers did was create a new organization — 
the International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union (ILWU). 

They built a union they were sure 
could never be hijacked from their hands. 
The key was one of labor’s most democ- 
ratic institutions, one that survives to this 
day — the longshore caucus. Every time 
the union sits down to negotiate a new 
contract with multibillion-dollar trans- 
portation companies, every local union in 
every port elects delegates. Together they 
decide what the union will demand, and 
choose a committee to do the talking. 

The 1934 strike produced a single, 
coastwide agreement, in which dockwork- 
ers from San Diego to Seattle act as one. 
The secret of their power was combining 
local democracy with the ability to shut 
down the whole coast at once. Today many 
workers pay a terrible price when they lack 
this ability to act together. Last year, gro- 
cery workers successfully shut down super- 
markets throughout southern California, but 
were defeated when their employers kept 
stores open everywhere else. 

The coastwide contract was designed 
to prevent this from happening in the 
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The General Strike Can Teach Unions How to Grow 


THE PROPELLER SONG. Lithograph by Kaethe Kollwitz, 1932. 


The general strike and the creation of the ILWU had a ripple effect. People called bums and 
derelicts in the 1920s and ‘30s had some of the best-paying, most secure jobs in industrial 
America by the 1950s and ‘60s. A wave of union organizing spread inland from the ports, a 
social movement inspiring everyone from department store clerks to farm laborers. — 


ports. It is no accident that, when the 


Bush Administration intervened on the 


side of the ship owners during the 2002 
longshore lockout, its biggest threat was 


legal action to force the union to negotiate 


a different contract in each port. 


The general strike and the creation of the : 


ILWU had a ripple effect. Other workers 


saw. dockers win a hiring hall, freeing them . 
from the humiliating shapeup. when. work... 


ers had to beg a job from a gang boss every 
morning. 

The workforce was integrated. Today 
Black, Latino and Asian workers are the 
majority in big ports like San Francisco 
and Los Angeles, and women drive huge 
container cranes. 

People called bums and derelicts in the 
1920s and ‘30s had some of the best-pay- 
ing, most secure jobs in industrial 
America by the 1950s and ‘60s. As a 
result, a wave of union organizing spread 
inland from the ports, a social movement 
inspiring everyone from department store 
clerks to farm laborers. 

That movement transformed the politics 
of California, Oregon, Washington, and 
especially Hawai’i, where it ended the 
domination of five big plantation-owning 
families over the state’s political system. As 
a result, today Hawai’i has a greater per- 
centage of union members than any other 
state. And when the Pacific Rim is called 
the left coast, it’s a tribute to the political 
changes sparked by the general strike. 

These changes were not welcomed by 
the shipping companies, the banks and the 
big newspapers that were their voice. They 
were terrified by the general strike, and 
invented an imaginary invasion of commu- 
nist troops from Mexico to scare the public. 
Their real fear was more prosaic — compa- 
ny owners didn’t want to listen to anyone, 
especially bums on the waterfront. 

Forced to recognize the union, they went 
after its leaders. 

Employers and their government allies 


spent two decades trying to deport Harry — 


Bridges, the ILWU’s first president — an 
immigrant from Australia accused of 
being a communist. They failed. In the 
1950s, McCarthyite legislation sought to 
ban communists and left-wingers from 
holding office in unions. Archie Brown 
and ILWU Local 10 challenged this unde- 
mocratic law, which was later declared 


_ unconstitutional. 
The Coast Guard screened maritime 


workers for loyalty, and blacklisted and 
drove hundreds off the ships and docks. 
ILWU members like Don Watson picket- 


ed the Coast Guard every week, fought . 


them in court, and eventually ended the 
vicious practice. 


.These were. some of the first and hard... 
est political battles, that eventually ended _, 
the witch hunts of the cold war. 


Today’s unions, debating what to do 
about the Patriot Act and the scapegoating 
of immigrants and political radicals, 
should remember this history. 

They might remember, too, the legacy 
of internationalism sparked by the general 


_ strike. In the late 1930s; dockworkers 


refused to load scrap iron bound for fas- 
cist Japan and its brutal war in China. 

In the 1980s, a new generation refused 
to unload cargo from apartheid South 


Africa, or coffee used to finance Ronald 


Reagan’s illegal war in Nicaragua. And 
last fall, the ILWU not only condemned 
the U.S. war in Iraq, but Local 10 leader 
Clarence Thomas went to Baghdad to offer 
help to unions there banned by the Bush- 
appointed occupation authority. 
Unfortunately, labor can’t rest on past 


A Prayer 
by Holman Monell 


Now is the time for all ungood 
men to come to the aid of their 
once upon a time country nearly 
demolished by avarice and greed 
among the decent nasty bushes 
hardly moses in the bullshit rushes 
hardly a moses to be found or 

a decent jesus or a christ of 

any description. And the 
hopeless homeless multiply 

and divide in the sick streets, 
and the hungry glean 

from garbage cans, dumpsters, — 
while our president twiddles 
what once were thumbs 

while his reptilian mouth gapes 
and ungapes over the caskets 

of the unphotographed arriving 
continually from the oil 

of the continuing middle east. 
Amen, amen, amen. 


achievements. The political machines 
built by radical unionists in the 1930s and 
“A0s have been strangled by subservience 
to politicians who accept workers’ votes, 
but scorn their political demands. The 
flexible, independent and radical politics 
born from the general strike need to be 
reinvented — to end the Iraq and Afghan 


wars, reject new free trade agreements, 


and win. national health care. 

The ILWU, like most unions, is now 
an island of high wages and workplace 
rights, surrounded by a sea of unorganized 
workers who have neither. A labor move- 
ment devoted mostly to defending the 
interests of its own members will soon 
disappear. 

But if it inspires tens of millions of 
working people outside its ranks by build- 
ing a social movement defending their 
interests, they will join as surely as did 
Archie and the workers of 1934, electri- 
fied and transformed by the general strike. 


Prayer for America, Inc. 
by Claire J. Baker 


Is this a company of billions of 
dollars wasted seeking Mars — 
lost continents to assuage 

failures to drop our children’s 
peace poems over ancient sands... 


Are you a sickened/shamed-by-war 
American? Do you carry her on | 
your back — vertebrae buckling? 


Poets wonder, what shares does she 
currently hold that don’t reek 

of young soldiers dying, losing 

limbs and sanity for oily lies... 
Where is our proud seat on the stock 
exchange of overwhelming pure peace 
beyond another lull after war... 


Under our corporate headquarters 
what is earthcrust whispering about _ 


--| our bottom line, our blood-cash flow, 


our local investment 

in global flow of wisdom... 
Before, or after, our ledgers 
are finally cleared, surely 

a wealth of serenity will arrive 
ina golden-chariot handshake 


driven by hundreds of words __. 
for GOD & PEACE. May it be so. 
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recently received a pair of denim 


shorts and a denim shirt as a birthday” 
gift. Both items were too large and 


they didn’t fit my current style (if 


you can call my choice in clothes a_ 


“style’). I figured I’d return them. But 
return to where? The tag on the clothes 
said that they were produced by Faded 


' Glory Jeans Co. A quick Google search 


found that Faded Glory is sold at a num- 
ber of stores, including Wal-Mart, the 


nation’s largest retailer. - 


I’ve never been to a Wal-Mart store — 
‘there aren’t any in my immediate area — 


but over the years I’ve heard and read 
‘plenty-about thé Bentonville, Arkansas- 
based king of big-box retailing. Some - 
» folks like the cheap prices and think the 


company is the best thing to happen for 
consumers since sliced bread. Others peg 


Wal-Mart as a colossus of capitalist 


exploitation and greed. 
Wal-Mart’s bottom line has made bil- 


_ lionaires out of the heirs to Sam Walton’s 


fortune, and the company comes in for 
heavy-duty criticism on a regular basis. 
Recently, the National ‘Trust for Historic 
Preservation put the entire state of Vermont 


on its list of: “most endangered historic . 


places” because Wal-Mart’s plans. to satu- 
rate the state with seven stores — there are 


currently four Wal-Marts already in the 


state and seven more are planned — threat- 
ens the state’s small-town charm. 

In late May, 2004, the City Council of. 
Chicago — “after months of delay and 
intense lobbying by the chain’s foes and 
supporters,” the Associated Press reported 
— gave its approval for the mega-retailer 
to build its first store in the city. While 
overwhelmingly approving a 150,000- 
square-foot store to be constructed ina 
poor, largely black and Hispanic neigh- 
borhood on the city’s west side, the City 
Council turned down a similar request for 
a store in a mostly mixed-race middle- 


class neighborhood. 


Earlier this year, Wal-Mart-attempted 
to strong-arm its way into two California 
locations as part of its plan to unveil some 
40 new box-like stores in the state. While 
the company won a referendum victory in 


‘Contra Costa County, overcoming the 


Board of Supervisors’ opposition to the 
store, it lost a major fight in Inglewood, 
where despite spending millions of dollars. 
on its campaign, the voters overwhelm- 
ingly rejected Wal-Mart’s efforts to open 
another super-store. 
In the Inglewood case, as Ruth Rosch 
wrote in the San Francisco Chronicle, 
“With breathtaking arrogance, Wal-Mart 
tried to exempt itself from all environ- 
mental, traffic and zoning laws in that 
low-income community.” 
_ Anyone paying the least bit of attention 
to Wal-Mart understands that it is reli- 
giously and aggressively anti-union; the 


average wage paid to the more than one 
million employees hovers around $9.25 


an hour. Wal-Mart is involved in a num- 
ber of class-action suits filed by women 
claiming the company has discriminated 
against them with regards to promotion 
opportunities, wages and job assignments; 


and it faces another class-action suit, set. 


to be heard in September in Oakland, 
California, involving more than 200,000 


Wal- Mart Nation 


The nation’s king of big-box retailing is 
also the king of corporate welfare. It has 
| fleeced the public to the tune of one bil- 
lion dollars in subsidies, while creating | 

poverty-wage jobs for its workers. 


California employees charging that the 
company’s managers “routinely forced 
workers to labor without taking required 
rest or meal breaks and to work overtime 


without payment,” according to the 


Chronicle’s Rosen: It is also enmeshed in- 


a scandal about the hiring of undocument- 
ed workers and locking its workers 
overnight in its stores. 

Wal-Mart is a big player in the “culture 
wars,” demanding that recording artists pro- 
vide cleansed copies of songs on the CDs it 
sells, refusing to carry magazines it deems 
offensive, and supporting all sorts of right- 
wing political initiatives and projects, plac- 
ing a special emphasis on school vouchers 
and privatizing public education. 


KKING OF CORPORATE WELFARE 


Wal-Mart is also one of the kings of 
corporate welfare. A recently published 
study, entitled “Shopping for Subsidies: 
How Wal-Mart Uses Taxpayer Money to 
Finance Its Never Ending Growth,” docu- 
ments how the company has. siphoned 
more than one billion dollars in economic 


development subsidies from state and local 


governments across the United States. 


- According to-a press release from the 


Washirigton, D.C.-based research group, 
Good Jobs First, announcing the report, 


“Wal-Mart presents itself as an entrepre- 
neurial success story, yet it has made use of | 
~ tax breaks, free land, cash grants and other 


forms of public assistance.” 

“That a company with $9 billion in 
profits can wrest job subsidies from state 
and local governments shows that the 
candy store game has gotten out of con- 
trol,” said Greg LeRoy, executive director 
of Good Jobs First. “The subsidies. to 


Wal-Mart are particularly troubling, given . 
- that this company uses taxpayer dollars to . 


create jobs that tend to be poverty-wage, 
part-time and deine in adequate health- 
care benefits.” 

With humongous aber — $256 bil- 


lion in annual sales and 20 million shop-- 


pers each day — just how big is the 
nation’s largest retailer? If Wal-Mart 


“were an independent nation, it would be — 


China’s eighth-largest trading partner,” 
the New York Times’ Steven Greenhouse 


recently wrote. In mid-April, Greenhouse 


filed:a report from a University of 
California at Santa Barbara conference on 
Wal-Mart attended by more than 250 


sociologists, anthropologists, historians: 


and other scholars. He wrote: “Like 
archaeologists who pick over artifacts to 
understand an ancient society, the schol- 
ars here were examining Wal-Mart for 
insights into the very nature of American 


capitalist culture.” 


The company has harnessed technolo- 
gy to such a finely honed degree that in 
addition to keeping track of its inventory: 
and the hours of its workers, it controls 
the temperature of every one of its more 


than 3,500 American stores from its © 


Arkansas headquarters. 
As is often the case when mega-corpora- 
tions are targeted for criticism, company 


executives claim it’s merely a question of. 
perception and marketing. At the annual 
shareholders and employees meeting in 


Bentonville, Ark., Tom Coughlin, the com- 
pany’s executive vice president in charge of 
the Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club divisions, 


complained about criticism the company — 


“Investor.” Amassing huge profits while ignoring the poor. 


had been receiving, telling the 18,000 atten- 


- dees that “The fact of the matter is we do . 


need to tell our story better.” 
- Wal-Mart Stores Inc. Chief Executive 
Lee Scott took it one step further. In a sur- 


- prise announcement at the meeting, Scott 


outlined a series of steps designed to 
make the company a better workplace. 
According to a report in The Oregonian 
newspaper, “Software programs will lock 
up registers if cashiers aren’t relieved for 
lunch breaks. New job classifications and 
pay structures for U.S. hourly employees 
will raise wages for many. A newly creat- 
ed corporate-compliance team of 40 peo- 
ple will oversee new policies ‘and report 
back to management.” 

In a book titled The New Ruthless 
Economy: Work and Power in the Digital 


Age, author Simon Head writes: “Wal- 


Mart is certainly a template of 21st-centu- 
ry capitalism, but a capitalism that 


increasingly resembles a capitalism of 


100 years ago.” He added, “It combines 
the extremely dynamic use of technology 


‘with a very authoritarian and ruthless 


managerial culture.” 
Science teaches us that “every action 
has an opposite and equal reaction.” 
While there certainly has been a reaction 
to Wal-Mart’s excesses, it would be an 
overstatement to call it “equal.” 
Nevertheless, the actions of the king of 
superstores have spawned dozens of 
grassroots campaigns in opposition. 
- The shorts and shirt? I gave them 


- away. 


More on Wal-Mart 


_ These websites have up-to-date infor- 
mation designed to combat the company. 
and set the record straight on Wal-Mart: 

Wal-Mart Watch: http://www. walmart- 
watch.com/ 

Wal-Mart Versus Women.com: 
http://www.walmartversuswomen.com/ 

Good Jobs First: http://www. eoodions 
first.org/ 

Shopping for Subsidies: How Wal- 
Mart Uses Taxpayer Money to Finance 

Its Never-Ending GroWth:* 
http://www.goodjobsfirst.org/ 


Art by Art Hazelwood 


REACTION 
by Claire J. Baker 
Ona perfectly — 
bright blue day, a mother 
kneels on a cloud. 
Her tears fall 
into a mountain lake, 
concentric circles | 
she will watch until 
war ends 


Planes 
by Deirdre Evans 
In the middle of the night 
when I can’t sleep 
and the world seems shrouded 
in silence and regret 
I hear them approach 
The planes, the planes 
flying in formation 
roaring raptors of war 
‘pregnant with missiles 

| waiting to explode into oe 
somewhere 
across the sea, 


The Wall That Heals 
(for Lance Cpl. Jesus Robledo Jr.) 
by Max Money 


Why, out of all the infinite 
multitude of stars, 
do we attend the one that falls? 


* OK 


Why, out of all the cursive facets 
on this darkling wall, 
does my candle catch on this one word? 


Why, out of all these given names 
in honor chiseled, 
do I chance, here, at... ‘““Jesus’’? 


Why, among this rank and file, 
am I not surprised 
that He’s here, 
with the ones who were lost? 


by Carol Harvey 


n 1984 and 1985 on Seat} in Kenya, 

Robert Terrell bounced around with 

10 or 12 people in an old, open-sided 

British Army truck through the 

African bush in an area without roads, 
electricity, or. running water. 

He visited Lake Turkana in 1984, and 


in 1985, nearby Masai Mara. There he 


experienced “one of the high points of my 
life.” Masai warriors gave him “the honor 
of letting me sit down with them for two 
hours in the woods.” He felt their spiritu- 
ality, courage and dignity was beyond 
anything he had experienced among peo- 
ple living in “civilized society,” where, at 
every moment, one must “whore some 
aspects of your being for acceptance.” 
They did not compromise who and what 
they were. Sse 


Returning to America, he was ultra- 


aware that “emotional and mental prob- 
lems were rife.” Every other adult seemed 
to have a shrink. “In traditional life, you 
just live,” he said. “If you are hungry, you 
eat. If you want to go for a walk, you go.” 
How did the people communicate this 
sense of solid Ce 
“They just are,” Terrell replied. “They 
have a dignity about them that, for exam- 
ple, in America, if you get a person of 
color expressing that publicly without 
some reservation and polish 
will stop what he is doing 
that person. It’s what made 
States want to put Muhammad Ali in 
prison, destroy Jack Johnson, not like Bill 
Russell, the great Boston basketball player. 
They want them to be deferential.” 
That kind of racism killed Malcolm X. 
and Martin Luther King, I observed. « . 

- Near Lake Turkana, a lake in rural 
Kenya, his group talked to three tall, hand- 
some Turkana tribesmen who lived in grass 
huts. They wore feathers in their hair. Their 

. traditional East African black cotton robes. 
were suited to their environment. Nairobi’s 
Mount: Kenya has year-round snow. The 
climate is like San Francisco’s. 

Of their shoeless feet, he laughed. “If 
human beings needed to wear shoes, they 
would be born with shoes on their feet. If 
you were in the city, you would have to 
wear shoes to avoid discarded heroin nee- 
dles and glass.” 


Living off the modern grid, the Turkana’ 


tribe never moved into the cities. “They live 
the way human beings lived before they 
began the processes that we call civiliza- 
tion,” Terrell said. “These kinds of human 
-beings are important for us to witness and 
understand. They embody a kind of experi- 
ence and wisdom that we are increasingly 
- cut off from in the modern world. 

“T see them as very sensitive human 
beings who have a delicate existence. Much 
of what we probably have lost could be 
regained by having some more coherent 
dialogue with them and association with 
them that was not destructive. If modern 
scientists and doctors sat down with and 
talked with groups like this about AIDS and 
similar diseases — Do they have any mem- 
ory, or have they received tales of people 
suffering such illnesses? If so, what kinds 
of measures did they take to cure them- 
selves? — we might 2 amazed at what 
they would have to say.” 

Terrell crossed three continents for 20 
years shooting photographs of poor and 
homeless people in Africa, China, Eastern 


e United us 


_to.be made.” His photographs of homeless. 
» and very poor people are intended to hold 
: ae a mirror. “These photographs depict 
is,” he wrote in the San Francisco Bay 
View. He will ‘ “continue shooting until Tee 


Shoeless in San Francisco, where a blanket serves as clothing and paper sacks serve as shoes. 


Terrell identifies himself as a media 
expert, a journalist and a sociologist who 
believes that, “if it exists, a record needs 


problem is eliminated,’ ue 


and Western Europe. He brought this - 


tremendous gift back to us and then con- 
tinued photographing homeless people in 
San Francisco. 

Terrell wants us to know people are 
kept poor and starving worldwide by the 
racism of a continuing Western imperial- 


ism, by the far smaller groups of white 


elites, and that connections exist between 
homelessness in America and abroad. 


“T want dialogue, to ‘touch people,” he 


said. “I want a thousand questions. ‘Where — 
am I in relation to this? Why didn’t I 
already know this? Why could I come (to ~ 
see an exhibit of his photographs) and be 


surprised, not just about the whole, world, 
but about my own city?) 
He asked, “(How could 

to my town — supposed to be one of the 
richest, grandest, coolest, m beautiful 
cities, the number one tourist attraction in 
the world earning billions of dollars a year 
— and easily take a picture that just as 


well could have been taken in the poorest . 


Third World country?” 

It is a picture. “not of an aberration but 
an institutionalized condition.” Widespread 
homelessness is now the norm, I added. 

“Right,” he agreed. “It is (a norm) fos- 
tered by four or five generations of liberal 
mayors like Gavin Newsom.” 

Terrell’s photographs, now on display 
at Meridian Gallery in San Francisco, 
document the many ways that. Americans 
and Europeans have for centuries manipu- 
lated, controlled, and savaged traditional 
poor people and people of color around 
the globe, restricting them to Third World 
poverty conditions. His photographs of 
homeless San Franciscans constitute an 
“early warning” that Third. World poverty 
is on its way to the United States, and for 
very similar reasons. « 

On July 11, on KPFA’s Sunday Salon, 
Terrell spoke of Michael Moore’s film, 
Fahrenheit 9/11, saying the filmmaker 
reveals “backstage behavior.” Bush 
Administration higher-ups apply make-up 
to prepare cosmetic images for the cam- 
eras. 
plane hit the towers while sitting at a pub- 
lic school. “Such footage is usually edited 
out, providing a standardized and sani- 
tized perception of who our leaders are,” 
Terrell said. “It also demystifies power, 
which is why the right wing is so upset.” 

_ Terrell is on the same ambitious mis- 
sion as Michael Moore. Through his pho- 
tographs, he brings us the reality of an 
international world which the mainstream 
media underreports, distorts and sanitizes. 

In similar fashion, the media manipu- 
qlate,our sense of our national reality, 


focusing on “the lives of the elites, por- 


A dazed Bush is told the second: 


AIDS and homelessness are a deadly partnership in San Francisco. 


traying an America that is foreign to the 
majority of people in the country. They 
don’t have that much money,” asserts 
Terrell, or “that nice a house. Then people 
feel, if they are not living that way, some- 
thing is wrong with them.” — 


Likewise, homeless people are margin- - 


alized, even criminalized, because they 
have been unable to attain this illusory 
existence in a hostile culture providing no 
work, no affordable housing, and no med- 
ical care. 

One of his most powerful photographs 
is of a homeless Gulf War veteran sitting 


on Market Street dressed in Army 
fatigues, an American flag in his begging - 


can and a sign saying “Never again” — as 
if arrested forever in the trauma of com- 


| bat. 


In 1994, Terrell photographed a young 
mother with two babies, one in a carriage, 
sitting on the street [see this photo on 
page five of Street Spirit]. Here is the 
“Welfare Queen” Reagan so cruelly 
labeled. Her children are now teens at risk 
for further homelessness. 

Terrell speaks of the genetic superiori- 


‘ty assumed by some in the white minority, 


a tradition going back in Western culture 
to Aristotle. One doesn’t have to scratch 
very far beneath the hype to understand 
that conservatives promote the distortion 
that the American middle class and poor 
are out of work and homeless because 
they, like peoples of color across, the 
globe, are genetically inferior. . 

These mostly white, racist elitists neat- 
ly sidestep the fact that the conservative 
agenda set in motion by Ronald Reagan, 
and promoted by those members of the 


ultra-rich that George Bush calls “my 


Robert Terrell photo 


Robert Terrell photo 


hase in Fahrenheit 9/11, has created an 


‘impossibly criminal culture without jobs 


that pay enough to meet the exorbitant 
rents they charge. They play a shell game 
“protecting” Section 8 housing by reduc- 
ing senior and elderly benefits. They 
underfund affordable housing. They justi- 
fy obscene money and power grabs by 
shifting the blame to those less fortunate. 


Wealthy conservatives seem to be try- . 


ing to turn the entire world into a product. 
They have tried to purchase the infrastruc- 
tures of the poor peoples of color of 
Bolivia and India, and commodify even 
their water for profit. Many say they 
bombed the poor and middle-class Iraqi 
peoples of color for their oil. 

While supporting the concept of a 
social safety net, Terrell eschews progres- 
sive “helper/patient” models, defined by 
the French philosopher Michel Foucault, 
if they undermine the inborn ability of 
people to take care of themselves in a nur- 
turing environment. 

Terrell’s photos tell us the back- ew 
truth of what is happening both in and 
outside of the United States, beyond our 
isolated range of awareness and our 
national denial. - 

Many Americans carry snapshots of 
their colorful trips on the Rhine, the luxu- 
rious green hills of the Black Forest, or 
German villagers dancing in lederhosen. 


Yet, Photo 19 in Terrell’s exhibit offers re 
the unexpected image of a homeless ° 


German man hunched against the glass 
front door of a Munich bank, a Porsche 
and expensive shops reflected behind his 
slumped figure. Picture 16 depicts a skele- 
tal man kneeling on a sidewalk of expen- 


See Early Warning page nine 
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Robert Terrell photo 


A boy in Beijing leans on crutches, his legs deformed by polio. —_- Robert Terrell photo 


from page eight 


sive shops in Madrid. His downcast eyes 
peer into his hand where a wealthy 
woman places money. 

Everywhere and always, these beggars 
and homeless people gaze down in sub- 
servient poses. A woman in Beijing pros- 
trates herself over praying hands beneath 
the feet of an indifferent crowd. On a 
Hong Kong street, a peasant from the 
country bows next to begging baskets 
while the legs of a colorfully silk-clad 
woman pass by. 

A San Francisco resident and commu- 
nications professor at Cal State Hayward, 


- Terrell teaches the ways in which mass 


communications affect Third World 
development. Traveling to China in 1980, 
he edited copy for “the Time Magazine of 
China,” The Beijing Review. In 1996, he 
made one of many return trips to Beijing 


and Hong Kong, tracking pre-modern. 


China as it was developing into the eco- 
nomic colossus it is becoming today. 
He was in Europe around the time of 


the collapse of the Berlin, Wall. He trav-- 


eled through sub-Saharan and West Africa 
as a Fulbright Professor and lecturer, pho- 
tographing people suffering the crippling 
after-effects of the British Empire’s racist 
exploitation still evident today. 

One evocative photograph was taken in 
1985 in Mogadishu, Somalia, a very poor 
former Italian colony. A small boy has 
wandered out onto the street in the morn- 
ing, probably on his way to a communal 
bathroom. Unable to make it, he squats 
above a stream of diarrhea that betrays he 


has ingested nothing solid the day before. 
Said Terrell bitterly, “Italians abused 
the people of Somalia in the same fashion 
as the British, the French and the Dutch 
did the peoples of the Americas. They 
were worked as if they were animals. 
There was no decent infrastructure for 
them. They were purposely kept unedu- 
cated. To the extent they could be used by 
the Italians, they were supported. Where 
they could not be used, they were neglect- 
ed. The Italian military still controls the 


banks, mass communications and educa- 
tion. These post-colonial tragic places are . 


all over the world.” 


Terrell insisted he could get in his car’ 


and find a child like this in the Central 
Valley of California in less than three 
days, possibly three hours. “Mexicans 
come up, pick your food, live in shanties. 
They don’t have indoor toilets, or running 
water. The Republicans and the white 
people are voting, “Let’s keep them out of 
the schools and the hospitals.’ It’s one* of 
the most troubling photographs that I ever 
took.” 

His photographs of children raise the 
question of how children can be blamed 
for living in destitute conditions. 3 


He said, “There are people in America | 


who rage all the time about welfare: ‘I 
don’t want to support people on welfare, 
and they are lazy,’ and so on. But, most of 
the people on welfare are children. A 
child could not be guilty, particularly one 
like that. So, somebody in Italy, and 
somebody in the United States, which 
essentially took over that Italian colony 
when the Italians left after they lost in the 
Second World War, is susceptible for 
being prosecuted for crimes against 


A 


Robert Terrell photo: 


On a Hong Kong street, a peasant bows next to begging baskets. Robert Terrell photo 


humanity.” : 

In Photograph 6, a bright-eyed, rosy- 
cheeked Beijing boy leans on crutches, 
unaware of his bleak future. His‘legs are 
severely deformed from polio, a common 
disease outside America. 


Though Hong Kong is one of the 


world’s wealthiest cities, street begging is 


not unusual. His picture of a peasant beg-: 


ging illustrates the economic apartheid in 
modern capitalist societies. “You either 
have money, straight beautiful legs, and 
nice clothing, or you have nothing. You 
live like an animal on the streets, and peo- 
ple are absolutely oblivious to you. There 
are more Mercedes per capita in Hong 
Kong than there are in London.” 

This photo was shot before the British 
left in 1997. Terrell stressed that the West 
did not complain about Hong Kong not 


having democracy under 100 years of. 


British colonialism. When the Chinese 
took over, “all the stories lead in the 
Western press about Hong Kong as if they 
don’t have democracy. So, if white people 
rule you, you don’t need to have democra- 


cy? 
The patterns Terrell observed during 


his extensive travels taught him that, with 


globalization and the loss of American 
jobs, the middle class and working poor in. 


this country, from steel workers to farm- 
ers, will become progressively poorer. 
Enormous numbers will end up homeless. 

The modernization of international 
markets has caused masses of people to 
flood into major cities worldwide. “The 
New York Times stated, this weekend, that 
more people in China have left their 
homes in search of a better job than there 
are people in the United States. There are 


over 300 million people on the road. It’s 
the largest migration in a country in the 
history of the world.” 

People in China are moving from rural 
areas to the cities, and Terrell points to 
similar trends in the. United States. “The 
same thing is happening here,” he said. 


“Economic systems that have traditionally 


sustained people are breaking down 
(from) the impact of globalization and 
modernization. People are drifting into 
cities all over the world. Virtually no 
major cities are without homeless people. 
Virtually none of them are capable of 
dealing coherently with the hordes of peo- 
ple. There is no indication (this will) end 
any time soon, and a lot of indications it is 
going to accelerate. 
“American cities are relatively young, 


_ globally speaking. All of the older cities 


in the world are surrounded by permanent 
shantytowns that have a larger population 
than the enfranchised wealthy people who 
live in the city — Rio de Janeiro, 
Calcutta.” Rings of slums like those 
around Beijing. and Johannesburg could 
spring up around Chicago, New York and 
Boston. 

“We have gone through a golden age 
when it was possible, sort of, to have 
cities that didn’t have indigent people if 
you didn’t count the (Blacks) and the 
Indians, because those people never had 
adequate housing in the history of 
America. They just weren’t counted. Not 
roads. Not medical care.” 

Terrell said, “White people at warp 
speed are moving to minority status.” As 
more and more white Americans join poor 


See Early Warning page 15 


OS i 5 a ae gh 
9 s es ale? ett Jie. Ye TR MAR ony ‘ sel es ayige ale RD RO Nea CIN ED NL SO 
masensr ene Tp AB RAE RARER AN Son bel aa haa AES lg erste gs PN ibag ee a ERAN + 


Ca ao te KOOL taurouA 


August 2004 


eR ee ¥ Cy ) 


STREET SPIRIT. 


Goodbye, Blue Sky 
The Misadventures of an 
Accidental Psychiatric Tourist 


ap 


‘by chance martin 


t’s called a 5150. It’s a law found in 

the California Welfare & Institutions 

Code granting the State authority to 

place people determined to be dan- 
gerous to themselves or others in psychi- 
atric detention for 72 hours. It happens 
when someone thinks someone else is act- 
ing scary or dangerous, and calls 911. 

In San Francisco, we spend City 
money to train police officers on how to 
respond to this type of emergency call 
because so many people in psychiatric cri- 


sis wind up injured or dead after the 


SFPD intervenes. 

When T was 5150ed on May 8, 2004, 
the reporting party called Mobile Crisis 
before calling 911. The duty officer who 
answered Mobile Crisis’s number recom- 
mended calling the cops. If Mobile Crisis 
had responded (between 5 and 6 p.m. on a 
Saturday), this story almost certainly 
would have had a different outcome. 

But the SFPD doesn’t suffer the same 
funding or staffing Woes that plague 
Mobile Crisis each and every budget year, 
so they responded within minutes of the 
call. I could actually hear siren after siren 
arriving beneath my Mission District win- 
dow overlooking Bryant Street. 


THE SFPD — ARMED AND VOLATILE 

Now, I don’t claim to know what’s 
going on with the SFPD in recent weeks, 
but they’re well established as a fairly 
volatile group of law’ enforcers on their 
good days. Lately they’ve been verifiably 
bloodthirsty. The death scent from 
Cammerin Boyd’s kill still hung heavy in 
the atmosphere the SFPD pies that 
Saturday. : 

I decided to present a model of calm 
and respectful cooperation. 

I was waiting seated in a chair in the 


_ middle of the room with my hands on my 


knees when eight SFPD officers — one 
wielding an assault rifle — made their 
way up the stairs into our second-floor 
apartment. The party who originated the 
911 call claims to have clearly repeated 
that no weapons were in the house to the 
operator on the phone, and restated it in 
person to the police officer in the first 
response unit who grabbed the assault 
rifle from the cruiser’s trunk. 

I’m still considering requesting a tran- 
script of that 911 call; but in the mean- 
time, we can safely assume the rifleman 
hasn’t been through the SFPD’s Police 
Crisis Intervention training yet. Or maybe 
SFPD officers get shift premiums for 
breaking out assault rifles, like the one 


_ they get for donning riot helmets. 


In either case, brandishing military hard- 


_ Ware in someone’s home, and in response 


to a reported psychiatric crisis, boggles the 

imagination. It boggled mine, anyway. 
These are the basic ingredients of the 

21st Century American phenomenon we 


term homicide by legal intervention. And. 


I suddenly understood exactly how deadly 
this situation could easily become if any- 
body got stupid. I made it my mission not 


‘to be that person. 


The party who made the 911 call claims to have clearly 
stated that no weapons were in the house to the phone 
operator and to the police officer who carried the assault 
rifle. Brandishing military hardware in someone’s home, 
and in response to a reported psychiatric crisis, boggles 
the imagination. It boggled mine, anyway. 


On the other hand, the officer who 
talked to me, patted me down, and ultimate- 


ly handcuffed me is someone who did com- 


plete the crisis training, based on our inter- 
actions. He was very professional and very 
calm, and for that | owe him my gratitude. - 


JAIL WOULD HAVE BEEN PREFERABLE 


Unfortunately, when police respond to 
a psychiatric crisis call, they consider it to 
be a humane and compassionate outcome 
when they haul you off to San Francisco’s 
ridiculously overburdened Psychiatric 
Emergency Services, instead of jail. 


If the officer had offered a choice, [I 
think I would have taken jail — because. 


I’d probably be in front of a judge and 
free by the coming Monday afternoon. 

_ For my part, I attempted to play the cir- 
cumstances like any other potential arrest 
situation — that is, I practiced de-escalation 
with the cops. I kept my hands in plain 
sight, spoke clearly and deliberately, made 
no sudden or unexpected moves and gener- 


ally cooperated: I even attempted to smile. 


But I was positively relieved when I was 
finally deposited into the late-model cruis- 


er’s fiberglass back seat, the assault rifle 
was returned to the trunk, and all the cops 


abandoned our corner once more to the 
struggling low-level drug traders and users 
who live and die there. 

In the interest of fairness to the SFPD, 
they probably had a detailed report about 
my identity. And I was charged with 


resisting arrest several years ago, along: 


with about seven or eight other men and 
women seated on a floor and linking arms 


in passive civil disobedience. Our 


charges, which also included conspiracy, 
were later reduced to a couple of infrac- 
tions, but I’m sure the resisting charge 
still appears when the SFPD runs my 
name through its computers. 

I hadn’t fully considered that my safety 
would be at elevated risk whenever I deal 
with the SFPD for the rest of my life 
when I decided to be part of that civil dis- 
obedience years ago. 

One side note: the SFPD is now con- 
ducting cross-training with the City’s 
mental health staff. The idea, as I under- 
stand it, issso mental health professionals 
gain a clearer understanding of just how 
hard it is to be a cop. I can only hope it 
doesn’t mean Mobile Crisis will begin 
carrying assault rifles in their trunks. 

And I can’t help but wonder how many 
of those eight cops marched later that 
week with the lynch mob seeking to 
avenge Isaac Espinoza. 


GOODBYE, BLUE Sky | 
I’m no stranger to San Francisco’s 


Psychiatric Emergency Services, but it: 


had been over a decade since I had 


- returned to “the scene of the disordered 


senses,” known by the acronym PES. 

The fetid ass-crack and alcohol-swab 
aroma of ten years past was long gone, 
along with the PES “smoking room” and its 
communal (and regularly replaced) can of 
Bugler tobacco. But trash-strewn corridors 
are still depressing, regardless of how new 


the tile beneath the trash might be. And the 


Chance Martin (at right) at.a protest against psychiatric abuses at the 
‘American Psychiatric Association i in San Francisco on May 18, 2003. 


remodeling seemed to have swept away : 


about half of the staff that were once there 
as well. Or perhaps the. staff themselves 
have also been remodeled. 
__ AN ATMOSPHERE OF NEGLECT 
Which is not to say that the remaining 
workers were idle. But from what | 
observed, they were far more invested in 


_ sitting around a table removed from any 
patient’s casual scrutiny than in making — 


themselves available to patients in psychi- 
atric crisis. Perhaps this kind of neglect is 


_employed by PES staff as a tool to deter-_ 
‘mine who is really dangerous, although it : 


seems far more likely they were under- 


Staffed and burned out — and as preoccu- 


pied with observing the clock’s slow cir- 
cuits as I was with observing them. 

The great thing about the old smoking 
room at PES was that it afforded psychi- 
atric detainees who smoked (or wanted to) 
some small comfort in the vestige-of near- 
ly normal socialization. Of course, there’s 
the whole subjective aspect of what we 
might agree is “normal.” But I hear poetry 
in what the system terms “word Salad,” 
and I’ll wager I probably have more 
meaningful relationships with more men- 
tally ill homeless people than any city- 
funded provider in San Francisco. 

Before the police left, | had surren- 
dered everything in my pockets, as well as 
my belt, to a psych tech, who gamely tried 
to fit all this into a seven-by-ten-inch 


envelope. I was instructed to sit down on 


one of the chairs in the waiting area until I 
could be processed. — 

A slender man with a slate-gray, cot- 
ton-candy hairdo and sparse goatee saun- 
ters up and sits down next to me to talk. 
He points to a cartoon feline on his black 
T-shirt and confesses, “I’m a kitty-cat in 
here, but I used to be a player. A Playah.” 

The charge nurse at the desk, a thin- 
lipped, embittered individual who can 
only be described as wearing far more 
makeup than the circumstances warrant- 
ed, pops up from her preoccupation and 
barks, “Carlos! Leave him alone.” 

I calmly inform the nurse that Carlos is 
not bothering me. She shoots a mascaraed 


glare at me from over her nose-perched — 


glasses, and says, “Oh, all right,” in a 
detached tone that oozed sarcasm. But 
Carlos’ antennae and the wispy ends of 
his thin goatee are twitching, and he bolts 
for the dayroom in immediate obedience. 

This is someone I need to ie an eye 
on, thinks I. 

But a young Latina in hiogaital smock 


Lydia Gans 
- photo 


ad black ball cap named Giselle is the 
star of PES that Saturday night. She wants 
to see her family. She wants to see her 
kids. She’s calling them on the phone to 
come and rescue her, but now she’s 
secluded. She’s frantic, maybe psychotic, 


_ but what I saw was extreme anxiety. And 


it’s pretty damned hard not to feel that — 


_Way ina place like PES. 


Giselle’s agitation isn de well tolerated 
in the scene of the disordered senses. 

Periodically, PES staff appear to 
demand that Giselle return to an unlocked 
seclusion room, but she only waits for them 
to retreat to their table behind a wall sepa- 
rating the staff area from the nurses station, 
.and then is invariably compelled to wander 


. back out of the seclusion room. It seems 


whatever it is that the staff seek to accom- 
plish in their little sanctuary is constantly 
being interrupted ‘by Giselle’s lack of: com- 
pliance with their commands. 

Finally, shouts and commotion erupt in 
the day room and several staff bundle 
Giselle back into seclusion. This time, a 
young Asian psych tech named Jude had 
asked her to return to the seclusion room, 
and Giselle slapped the glasses from his. 
face. Jude, who is uninjured, tries to mini- 
mize the gravity of Giselle’s transgression . 
in €nsuing pitched discussions at the nurs- 
es station, but this isn’t good enough for 


‘the triage nurse, whose name [| learn is 


Victoria. 

After screaming at Giselle, and later 
cruelly mocking her cries of distress filter- 
ipg out into the corridor, the nurse persis- 
tently harangues Jude into filing a police 
report. “We don’t need her crap here,” 
nurse Victoria tells him. “She needs to be 
in Jail Psych.” 

Ultimately, Jude relents, eal the com- 


-plaint is made. Not surprising, since nurse 
_ Victoria’s behavior that evening is 


marked by imposing her will on staff and 
patients alike, and the emerging MO is 
that whatever she can’t accomplish with a 
request turns into a demand. Whatever she 


can’t accomplish with a demand, she 


manipulates. This is what passes for 
“triage” in PES. 

But we’re the ones who are supposed 
to be dangerous to ourselves or others. 

We're the ones who “lack insight” into 
our behaviors. 

The nurse made an eco of Giselle 
for the rest of the patients who were func- 
tioning well enough to be up and about, 
and not prisoners of the day room’s psy- 


. : See Goodbye, Blue Sky page 1] 
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East Bay Habitat for Humanity’s Build-A-Thon 


by Lydia Gans 


alk-a-thons, bike-a-thons 
and the like have become 
popular participatory activ- 
ities for raising funds and 
public awareness to deal with important 


social issues. An interesting variation on. 


that theme is East Bay Habitat for 
Humanity’s annual Build-A-Thon. 

Participants with Habitat get a unique 
reward beyond knowing they have accom- 
plished a feat of physical endurance. They 
have helped to construct a tangible, last- 
ing edifice — they have participated in 
building a house! There is a profound sat- 
isfaction in that. 

Each year, East Bay Habitat for 
Humanity builds a number of homes for 
low-income families with the help of vol- 
unteers.and the “sweat equity” of the future 
homeowners. It costs a lot of money to 
acquire the land and to build homes, and 
the annual Build-A-Thon is Habitat’s pri- 
mary community fundraiser. 

On the four-day weekend from July 2 
through July 5, around 70 volunteers each 
day helped to frame six two-story houses 
on a piece of land on 10th Street in West 
Oakland. Each person had raised $100 to 
participate in the project. 

Laura Giacomini of Habitat’s develop- 
ment staff explained that the volunteers 
“come here as ambassadors to the commu- 
nity. (They) have gone out and asked 
friends, families and colleagues for dona- 
tions for Habitat to support their building 
effort.” She emphasized that it costs over 
three million dollars to do all these houses. 

The volunteers who came_out to build 
were people of all ages and degrees of 
experience. It was the first time for Karen, 
a teenager who came with her mother and 
her friends all the way from Pleasanton. 


“It’s hard work but it’s rea 


Utes cole | 


said, “and it’s helping someone.” 

‘Marilyn Williams, a longtime volunteer, 
said, “I believe in the concept and the mis- 
sion statement, which is decent housing for 
everyone.” She has “learned enough 
through Habitat to add a room to my Dad’s 
house,” she added with pride. “I wanted to 
do everything from the ground up.” 

It wasn’t all just hard work. There was 
time out for games — “Habitat Olympics” 
— with-a nailing contest and toolbelt 
relay race. There was good food donated 
by area businesses, music, and a spirit of 
friendly competition between the teams 


ly fun,” Karen 


Volunteers from all ages and walks of life helped Habitat for Humanity build six homes in West Oakland. 


working on the different houses. 

Building supervisor Dave Sylvester 
explained that for each house there is a 
skilled house leader and some skilled crew 
members, while about 80 percent of the 20 
or so people working on each house each 
day are unskilled. He is pleased with the 
workers, he said. “Everyone pays a lot of 


attention to*the work they’re doing. 
*” Theyre ‘not just slapping it up; they want'™ 
_ to do a good job.” 


By the end of the four-day Build-A- 
Thon, the first step, framing the six hous- 
es, was done. Now the regular Habitat 
volunteers. and the future homeowners 
will do the rest and complete the many 
complicated and expensive steps to creat- 
ing livable homes — the plumbing, 
wiring, heating, windows, roofing, the 
floors, finishing the inside and outside 
walls, and installing appliances. 

- This West Oakland project is being 
built on land that was part of the ACORN 


housing project. ACORN (Association of 
Community Organizations for Reform 
Now), with chapters all over the country, 
is an organization of low- and moderate- 
income people working on issues of con- 
cern to its local members. 

The Oakland ACORN organization is 
committed to redevelopment in West 
Oakland to provide quality, affordable 
housing. They have beén working with 
Habitat and Bridge Housing. The latter is 
the largest nonprofit developer in the Bay 
Area, doing primarily rental properties for 
low- and moderate-income families. 


Habitat, though operating on a smaller . 


scale, is able to provide homeownership 
for selected low-income families, thus fill- 
ing an otherwise unmet need. 

The stated mission of East Bay Habitat 
for Humanity is to “create home owner- 
ship opportunities by building decent, 
affordable housing and by enhancing 
neighborhoods through partnership with 


Lydia Gans photo 


homeowners and the community.” 
Joel Mackey, executive director of East 
Bay Habitat, is deeply aware of the need for 
more housing and is focusing his efforts on 
increasing Habitat’s construction capacity. 
This year he expects to complete 13 or 14 
units, but he plans to build up to a level of 


about 50 homes per year. 
‘Mackey said, “Fifty per year still doesn’t 


- address the need, but in terms of long-term 


vision and a view toward growth, to go 
from 15 units per year to 50 in five years is 
a pretty significant increase for our organi- 
zation.” The problem is money. “We con- 


tinue to struggle with securing sufficient — 


resources to meet the need,” he said. 

Habitat is a well-known and popular 
organization and there is no dearth of peo- 
ple to respond to its calls for volunteers to 
build homes. Sadly, the problem, as always, 
comes back to the same painful reality: lack 
of sufficient funds. Is there something 
wrong with our country’s priorities? 


Goodbye, Blue Sky 


from page 10 


chotropic shackles. I sat there remember- 
ing first-person accounts of the County 
Jail’s “safety cells” that moved me to 
write an exposé in Street Sheet. 

I can imagine that as San Francisco 
County Jail continues its role as the 
largest local mental health provider, the 
distinction between punishment and treat- 
ment only becomes fuzzier. Fool that I 
am, I always thought these terms were 
mutually exclusive. But then, I thought, 
look where you’re spending your 
Saturday evening. 

Understanding that my personal safety 
had only improved marginally after the 
police left me in the care of PES, I pulled 
back into defense mode. I was going to be 


released, I kept telling myself. ‘Nobody | 


spends an entire 72 hours at PES unless 
they’re going to be transferred to the 
locked ward upstairs. A couple of years 
ago, I’d even documented one depressed 
homeless guy, released from PES after 
only 24 hours, who then suicided on SF 
General’s campus. 

Finally, and in seeming afterthought 
following my processing and intake inter- 


views, I was invited to make myself com- _ her special triage increase. 


fortable in the day room. I poked my head 
in long enough to see drugged bodies 
strewn across the crowded reclining chairs 
in the constant twilight dimness of that 
place, and elected instead to request 
something to read as I staked out.a gurney 
in the bright corridor. 

The only thing they could offer me to 
read was a recent personal copy of 
Fortune magazine. PES doctors must be 
doing pretty good, I thought. They’re cer- 
tainly clear about their interests. And 
although I read it from cover to cover, I 
still can’t summon much humane perspec- 
tive to extend to the capitalists this maga- 
zine champions. 

Incredibly, throughout the evening, 
people came to the plate-glass observation 
window in the hospital corridor outside 
PES to request admission. And this is 
where nurse Victoria truly shines: telling 
them NO, sending them away into the 
night, guarding the gates of publicly fund- 
ed psychiatry’s fortress. 

Victoria’s forte lies in her ability to be 
a regular city-salaried asshole. How 
rewarding she must find her hours at PES, 
I reflect in silent gratitude. Because as 
long as she has mentally ill homeless peo- 
ple to fuck with, my own odds of escaping 


I finally start to doze — and of course, 
that’s when the PES milieu heats up again. 
Now, this is all overheard only. I didn’t 
want to draw unwanted attention to myself 
by standing somewhere where I could get a 
clear view of this drama. But what I heard 
haunts me even as I write this. 

An African-American patient arrives 
on the ward in the full, florid throes of 
religious mania. “Heavenly Father!” his 
deep voice booms. “Look at what they’ ve 
done to your Son! Look at what they’re 
doing to your Grandson!” 

“Get it ready,” grunts a male PES 
staffer. 

“Father in Heaven!” the patient 
screams. “Why have you abandoned me?” 

“You'll feel better in just a minute,” a 
male voice consoles. 

“Father! Help me! NO, PLEASE! 
NOOO!” 

“There we go,” says a staffer. Pause. 
“You can let him go now.” 

In the now-silent corridor, I hear a sigh 
so deep and visceral that it’s only a hair’s 
breadth this side of a death rattle. 
Moments later, God’s Grandson only 
snores in chemical crucifixion. 

I decide I can’t hang in the corridor 
anymore. I find an empty reclining chair 


in the dayroom; a male PES staffer locates 
clean blankets and a pillow. I lay my head 
on the antiseptic-smelling cotton and the 
world at last turns dark. 

No sooner, it seems, that I finally find 
sleep, a voice intones in my ear: “Mr. 
Martin? Time to get up. You’re leaving.” 

Groggily, not trusting if I was only 
dreaming, but with swelling excitement at 
the prospect of freedom, I can’t quite pro- 
nounce the words of my question, “I’m 
going home now?” 

“No. The ambulance is coming to 
transfer you to Langley Porter.” 

It’s 6 a.m. My heart plummets. Ten 
years ago I was medically indigent, but 
today I have health insurance. Lucky me... 
PES had palmed me off on another hospital. 

“Look,” says I, “if I really wanted to, 


hurt myself, doncha think I would have just... 


swallowed the milk in that carton that’s 
been fermenting over there under the drink- 
ing fountain for the last 12 hours?” 

No response. 

And now I wonder if anyone in PES 
had ever listened to me at all. 

chance martin is the Coordinator of STREET 
SHEET, a publication of the Coalition on 
Homelessness, 468 Turk Street, San Francisco, 
CA 94102. Contact: (415) 346-3740 or e-mail 
streetsheet @ sf-homeless-coalition.org 
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Rerouted 
by Max Money 


| In His Car 


by Nancy Whelan-Stevens : 
He had emerged from the jungle, that day 
the bulldozers chased them away, with only _ 
the clothes he was wearing, a stubble beard, 
a week’s grime and dirt caked 

in cracks and crevices and under his nails. 


My CD player was stolen from my car. 
| Years ago, I had Christmas presents 
| taken from my old Ford Escort. 
| You can’t leave valuables in a car. 


AY 


I rent a DVD and I wonder, 
| Is it okay to leave it in the car? 
| Will it be damaged by the heat? 
| Should I park in the shade? 


The refuge was leveled, the wastrels scattered 
and his welcome at the shelter as long 

gone as last night’s bottle. 

The town’s edict to eradicate the ‘“‘camp”’ 
forced him to the battleground of downtown. 


a get groceries. 


I put them in the trunk. 
I know I can’t leave them too long. 
I imagine my fresh basil drooping. 


By God’s grace he met an understanding 
heart from the Army of Salvation. With patient, 
cultivating love he was rescued, rendered 
human again and set on the Street 

called Straight. He gave his testimony: 


| I get scared when I see a dog 
| left in a parked car. - 
| Is he going to be alright? 


; ° ve : 9 
Will his owner come back soon? “I clawed out of my thicket to grab 


peek 


hans 
A car is no place for something precious, f Poe aa I ale pat 
and yet tonight, 2 : the plagues and secured a job, a place 
my dear Richard REEDOM OF and a license. Today, I purchased plants, 
Se d eager to dig in the dirt. New earth.” 
Se vee tienda. ‘Freedom of Assembly.” Detail from The Four Freedoms. Art by Art Hazelwood. 


Eden 


In honor of Father Bill 


O’Donnell 
by Al Winslow 


Indian remains 

drunk on a corner 
constructed on top 

of the Garden of Eden 


A Glimpse 


by Susan Anderson Coons 


Loved, Once 

| In honor of Father Bill 
O’Donnell 
by Al Winslow 


Loved and lovely once 
she sleeps in a doorway 
and dreams dreams 

| of death and rape 


Overworked 


_| by Joan Clair 
You wrap your grief around you like the purple robe | 
of a well-traveled soul. 
In boarded-up construction site, we join you, 
view place you make home. 
Your wails roll across miles of this Great Wall © 
and capture its echoes. 
We stand by your side, no stranger this time. 
Together, we pound at Golgotha's dust 
and challenge night's edge. 
Something beyond those boards and shopping carts 
we capture a glimpse of Christ. 
In faintly silvered edgelight. He beckons, 
gathers your purple into our hearts . 
We hold on to the healing tears of time 
and to His promise 


that we can‘call‘on Him in passageways 
~ and drink of His well. 


The woman with the Mohawk haircut 
sitting on Telegraph asking for change 
gave a lot of wisdom in exchange 

for two quarters. 

“The animals are overworked,” she said, 
“The dogs are overworked like the birds, 
and even the ants are overworked.” 

I thought of my dog’s screams in response 
to police sirens, ambulances and fire trucks; 
the ants invading my house - 

when they’d be cutting leayes,in jungles, 
making mulch for things to grow in; 

the seagulls on telephone poles and trees 
waiting for breadcrumbs in 
supermarket parking lots; far from water. 
“Yes, the animals are overworked,” 

I thought, listening to the seer among us, 
“and worked over; but they haven’t 
totally lost their true nature.” 


More Pie in the Sky, Please 
by Michael Creedon 


Kandi was just coming from St. Vincent’s free lunch; 
She was now strolling up to dinner at Beth El, the 
Place she and her friends called “The Chicken Shack.” 
She had a tear in her eye; 

At lunch she found that “Old Barry” ie A tat 
Had just died for an uncaring town in a cold hard world. 
She used to sleep with him in the park. 

It’s not so cold in the park in the wet wet grass 
When you’ve got another body to hold. 


WE unoccupied 


9 Shs) 4 e e 
It’s not so good paccain wood when ghere’s a hole by Sheila Torres building “Nor have we,” I thought. 
In the blood; it don’t conduce to sleep in the mayhem. WE are not alone, A “Not yet, not entirely.” 
And when the Chief of Police’s daughter says to run Not while there are stars by Randy Fingland as s 


cold water flat 
doesn’t receive 


You better run, because you know 
| That ain’t no life in the clink. 


Shining in the night sky. 


ea ee : WE are not alone five st 
a say that pie in the sky will be coming right away, Not while mother earth te ible ‘ What You Mean To Me 
j t i i e e e 
ca Oe ae of part in the Filmore, gives us bright blue flowers guide to lodging by Husayn Sayfuddiyn 
| Ce : Bes. ; hands on caer pened Seon HeEDs but it’s good So you think you can change the world 
elieve it, Boss, when I see it. : zu ; 
| WE are not alone for keeping Without changi i 
’ WAG : ging your Philosoph 
Not while mother sea baby’s milk chilled : a 


The world you see wears the Disguise 
called What You Mean To Me. 
What you wish it to be... 
The concrete, glass collage you see 
Through your voyeur, excluding eyes 
In transient Time’s haunting melodies 
_ Echoes in each hopeful Sun Rise 
Each leading to another | 
Each Yesterday fades into Today’s Mother 
Her dawning glow and Midnight Death 
Begets its golden child 
Another Day of work and play whose 


Scrubs us tenderly. without a refrigerator 


TRASH III 
by Peter E. Sandholdt 


Iam a derelict lost in the sea of humanity 

Marooned, forsaken, forlorn 

Where did I come from? 

I am a product of your society 

I am from every facet of humanity 

I am from the very rich, the dirt poor, the working class 
I am of every race, religion, nationality 

I am the cesspool of life you have created 

What have I been? 

I am from every occupation and walk of life 


WE are not alone, 

Not while the gentle breeze 
Sings to us and 

gives us peace. 


abandoned 
by Randy Fingland 
beside the cyclone 
fence 

a shopping cart 
covered by a sleeping 
bag 

in the sun 


Fear 


by James Lee Bailey 
(Jimbow the Hobow) 


Fear the police, i 
Fear the smog, 


e 4 Living breath falters all the while 
I have been the man that fought wars for you oa aoe pues [oie soleus & So think not that you can change the world 
I would have died for you ear death, lethar ZY Change is but gradually seen _ 


Fear not. 
Fear is the mind killer. 


I am the person that could not tolerate seeing 
people being mistreated and abused 


It’s best to change the tattered remains 


by Randy Fingland 
Of what you mean to me 


é Ane : : ee air thick 
| eet ee vith particulate tet | | Your sped Pilsphil Tragcomey. 
) I am what you created To have sex is fear, Seles on meaning ee oe ee 

Look and behold your creation To never fear is painless? sae ats bemaenees ied ae 

‘Are nol vauprond? when only pedestrians Those you also label American 

Mainly I feel dejected Angels cannot fear, stir the static stacks yet deny their need for more? 


God is not fear, 


Rejected : 
Children consume fear. 


I can feel joy, happiness 

Look at me 

But for the grace of god you could be me 
You are not that faraway from being me 
I want to live, be loved, give love 

I am a caring person 


Walk through the scattered mine fields 
Capitalist ultra profit that yields 
The Corporate labor Slaves 
The Killing Field graves 
Man’s philosophical murder craze 
imprinted in every human memory 
as What You Mean To Me 


of molecules with 
their plodding strides — 


Fear breeds more fear. 
My head aches with fear. 
Fear is smelled by no fear. 


then too 

the trickle of coins 
never leaves 

the cool shade 

of a stuffed pocket 


Therefore you live longer 
without fear. 
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by Leonard Roy Frank 
Street Spirit August 2004 


1. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and 
unusual punishments inflicted. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, Bill 
of Rights, Eighth Amendment, 1791 


2. As long as human beings can sit and 
watch with hands folded while their fellow- 
men are tortured and butchered, so long will 
civilization be a hollow mockery, a wordy 
phantom suspended like a mirage above a 
swelling sea of murdered carcasses. - 


HENRY MILLER (writer), The Colossus of 
Maroussi, 1941 


3. Anyone who has been tortured remains 
tortured.... Anyone who has suffered tor- 
ture never again will be able to be at ease - 
in the world, the abomination of the anni- 
hilation is never extinguished. 

JEAN AMERY (1912-1978), quoted in Primo Levi, 
The Drowned and the Saved, 1986. Amery, who was 
tortured by the Gestapo in 1943 and then sent to 
Auschwitz, committed suicide in 1978 


4. No physical or mental torture, nor any 

_ other form of coercion, may be inflicted on 
prisoners of war to secure from them infor- 
mation of any kind whatever. Prisoners of 
war who refuse to answer may not be threat- 
ened, insulted, or exposed to unpleasant or 


disadvantageous treatment of any kind. 
GENEVA CONVENTION, Article 17, 12 August 1949 


5. The [Geneva Conventions] are not 
exactly optional. They are the law of the 
land, signed by the president and ratified 
by Congress. 


FAREED ZAKARIA (Indian-U.S. journalist), “The 
Price of Arrogance,” Newsweek, 17 May 2004) 


The goal is not to obtain information but to 
punish and break you so that you won’t do 
. anything against the authorities. You are 
made an example to others so that they will 


be too terrified to do anything either. 
ISABEL ALLENDE (Chilean-U.S. writer), 1990, quot- 
ed in Lewis D. Eigen and Jonathan P. Siegel, editors, 
The Macmillan Dictionary of Political Quotations, 1993 


7. Deep inside the forbidden zone at the 
U.S.-occupied Bagram air base in © 
Afghanistan sits a cluster of metal shipping 
containers protected by a triple layer of 
concertina wire. The containers hold the 
most valuable prizes in the war on terror- 
ism — captured al Qaeda operatives and 
Taliban commanders. . 

Those who refuse to cooperate inside 
this secret CIA interrogation center are 
sometimes kept standing or kneeling for 
hours, in black hoods or spray-painted 
goggles, according to intelligence special- 
ists familiar with CIA interrogation meth- 
ods. At times they are held in awkward, 
painful positions and deprived of sleep 
with a 24-hour bombardment of lights — 
subject to what are known as “stress and 
duress” techniques. : . 

Those who cooperate are rewarded with 
creature comforts, interrogators whose meth- 
ods include feigned friendship, respect, cul- 
tural sensitivity and, in some cases, money. 
Some who do not cooperate are turned over 
—‘“rendered,” in official parlance— to for- 
eign intelligence services whose practice of 
torture has been documented by the U.S. 
government and human rights organizations. 
DANA PRIEST and BARTON GELLMAN (journal- 
ists), “U.S. Uses Tough Tactics Silent Terrorists, San 
Francisco Chronicle (originally published in 
Washington Post), 26 December 2002 
8. In its February 2004 report, the ICRC 
[International Committee of the Red 
Cross] found that “methods of physical and 
psychological coercion were used by the 
military intelligence in a systematic way to 
gain confessions and extract information.” 
The methods cited by the ICRC included: 
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6. Torture is a very.humiliating experience. .. 
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Portrait of Torture 


+ hooding to disorient and prevent 
detainees from breathing freely; 

+ being forced to remain for prolonged 
periods in painful stress positions; 


+ being attached repeatedly over several 


days, for several hours each time, to the 
bars of cell doors naked or in positions 
causing physical pain; 


+ being held naked in dark cells for sev- 


eral days and paraded naked, sometimes | 
hooded or with women’s underwear over 
their heads; ee 

« sleep, food, and water deprivation; 

« prolonged exposure while hooded to 
the sun during the hottest time of day.... 

Prior to the publication of the Abu 
Ghraib photos, the U.S. government had 
multiple opportunities to take all necessary 
action to address what officials should 
have recognized was a serious and wide- 
spread problem. In fact, the ICRC report 
states that it alerted U.S. authorities to 
abuses orally and in writing throughout 
2003. In May 2003, the ICRC sent a mem- 
orandum based on over 200 allegations of 
ill-treatment of prisoners of war during 
capture and interrogation at collecting 
points, battle group stations and temporary 
holding areas. That same month, the 
Special Representative of the United 
Nations Secretary-General, Mr. Sergio 
Vieira de Mello raised concerns about the 
treatment of detainees with the Coalition 


Administrator, Ambassador Paul Bremer. 


HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH, The Road to Abu 
Ghraib, IV, June 2004 
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istration lawyers, in their struggles to deal 
with terrorism, wrote memos in 2003 push- 
ing aside longstanding prohibitions on the 
use of torture by Americans. These memos 
cleared the way for the horrors that have 
been revealed in Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Guantanamo and make a mockery of 
administration assertions that a few mis- 
guided enlisted personnel perpetrated the 
vile abuse of prisoners. I can think of noth- 
ing that can more devastatingly undercut 
America’s standing in the world or, more 
important, our view of ourselves, than 
these decisions. 

DONALD P. GREGG (national security adviser to 
George H.W. Bush from 1982 to: 1988, ambassador to 
Korea from 1989 to 1993, and for 30 years a CIA 


official), “After Abu Ghraib: Fight Fire With 
Compassion,” New York Times, 10 June 2004 


10. The Human Rights Watch report [The 
Road to Abu Ghraib] describes, in lan- 
guage that is if anything understated, such 
things as the killing of Iraqi military offi- 
cers who were in American custody and 


were being interrogated. One was Major 


General Abed Hamed Mowhoush, who had 
been the chief of Iraqi air defenses. He was 
captured in October 2003 and died on 
November 26, 2003, in a U.S. detention 


‘facility in Iraq. At first the Pentagon 
released a death certificate saying that he 
had died of “natural causes.” 


But after a Denver Post story questioned 
the circumstances of his death, the Pentagon 
admitted that an autopsy report said General 
Mowhoush died of “asphyxia due to smoth- 
ering and chest compression” and said there 
was “evidence of blunt force trauma to the 
chest and legs.” The Pentagon said a homi- 
cide investigation was underway... 

‘The Army has admitted that at least 39 
prisoners in Iraq and Afghanistan died, and 


some of them died while being interrogated. 


ANTHONY LEWIS (journalist), “Making Torture 
Legal,” New York Review of Books, 15 July 2004 


11. Physical and sexual abuse of prisoners, 
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similar to what has been uncovered in Iraq 
takes place in American prisons with little 
public knowledge or concern, according to 
corrections officials, inmates and human 
rights advocates... 

The corrections experts say some of the 
worst abuses have occurred in Texas, 
whose prisons were under a federal con- 
sent decree during much of the time 
President Bush was governor because of 
violence by guards against inmates and 
overcrowding. Judge William Wayne 
Justice of Federal District Court imposed 
the decree after finding that guards were 
allowing inmate gang leaders to buy and 
sell other inmates as slaves for sex.... 

In a 1999 opinion, Judge Justice wrote 


> 


_ of the situation in Texas, “Many inmates 


credibly testified to the existence of vio- 
lence, rape and extortion in the prison sys- 
tem and about their own suffering from 
such abysmal conditions.” 

Asked what Mr. Bush knew about abuse 


4 AEE WTRD «in Texas. prisons, while he was governor, 
9. Recent reports indicate that Bush admin+ ‘ Trent Duffy,a White House spokesman, 


said the problems in American prisons 
were not comparable to the abuses exposed 
at Abu Ghraib. 

FOX BUTTERFIELD (journalist), “Mistreatment of. 
Prisoners Is Called Routine in U.S.,” New York 
Times, 8 May 2004 

12. The meaning of these pictures [from 
Abu Ghraib] is not just that these acts were 
performed, but that their perpetrators 
apparently had no sense that there was any- 
thing wrong in what the pictures show. 
SUSAN SONTAG (writer), “Regarding the Torture 
of Others,” New York Times Magazine, 23 May 2004 
13. If tortures were an element of a certain 
policy toward prisoners [in Iraq], not iso- 
lated behavior of some soldiers, we could 


even speak of crimes against humanity. 
ELZBIETA MIKOS-SKUZA (University of Warsaw 
professor of international law), quoted in Brian 
Whitmore, “‘New Europe’ Cools to Iraq War after 
Abu Ghraib Scandal,” San Francisco Chronicle, 12 
June 2004 


14. A photograph of the pyramid of naked 
Iraqi detainees — one of the most notori- 
ous portraits of abuse [at Abu Ghraib] — 
was used as a screen saver on a computer 
in the isolation area where intelligence 
officers worked... 
R. JEFFREY SMITH and JOSH WHITE 
(journalists), “Wide Latitude,” Washington Post 
National Weekly Edition, 21 June 2004 

15. Let me make very clear the position of 
my government and our country. We do 
not condone torture. I have never ordered 
torture. I will never order torture. The val- 
ues of this country are such that torture is 


not a part of our soul and our being. 
GEORGE W. BUSH, remarks to reporters, 
Washington, 22 June 2004 


16. An ABC News/Washington Post poll 
recently found that 46 percent of 
Americans believed that physical abuse 
short of torture is sometimes acceptable, 
while 35 percent thought that outright tor- 


ture is acceptable in some cases. 
MICHAEL IGNATIEFF (Harvard human rights pro- 
fessor and writer), “Mirage in the Desert,” New York 


Times Magazine, 27 June 2004) 


17. You report that Alberto R. Gonzales, the 

White House counsel said, “The president 

has given no order or directive that would 

immunize from prosecution anyone engaged 
_in conduct that constitutes torture.” 

While President Bush may not have 
given such an order, what he failed to do 
was to make a very positive statement that 
condemned and prohibited the conduct that 
led to Abu Ghraib and other prisoner 
abuse. These sins of omission clearly con- 
tributed to the abominable situation that 


existed and the torture of prisoners. 
DALE COLYER (Morgantown, West Virginia), let- 
ter-to-the-editor, New York Times, 25 June 2004 


18. While President Bush has portrayed the 
events at Abu Ghraib as the actions of just a 
few soldiers at one prison, the picture 
emerging from documents, interviews and 
Congressional testimony points to.a broader 
pattern of misconduct and knowledge about 
it stretching up the chain of command... 


Several:soldiers said in interviews that 
Lt. Col. Steven L. Jordan, who was in 


charge of the interrogation center, had 


«handcuffed and hooded detainees who had 


been beaten and had hidden them in a cell 
during a Red Cross visit... 

The role played by [Lt. Gen. Ricardo 
S.] Sanchez [commander of U.S. occupa- 
tion forces in Iraq] remains a particular 
focus of investigators. He authorized inter- 
rogation procedures in September that he 
banned 28 days later, and he visited Abu 
Ghraib at least three times in October, 
when the worst of the abuses occurred. He 
has said he did not learn of the incidents 


until January. 

DOUGLAS JEHL (journalist), “U.S. Rules on 
Prisoners Seen as a Back and Forth of Mixed 
Messages to G.I.’s,” New York Times, 22 June 2004 


19. Modern torture has the form U.S. torture 
has now taken — it is not primarily for infor- 
mation, but for control through terror. 
GERALD GRAY (program manager of the Center for 
Survivors of Torture, San Jose), “Why U.S. Must 


Face Its Role as Torturer,” San Francisco Chronicle, 
25 June 2004 , 


20. Just as the crucifixion of the nonviolent 
son of God exposed the authorities of 


Jesus’ day as brutal self-serving thugs 


without divine legitimacy, so do the pic- 
tures of humiliated and beaten prisoners of 
Abu Ghraib reveal the authorities of our 
own nation to be, not saviors spreading 
democracy and freedom in the name of 
God, but brutal thugs of American empire 
whose high-minded moralisms for war are 
mere cover-ups for the baser motivations 
of wealth, oil, and world domination. 

JEFF DIETRICH (peace activist), “Torture: Exposing 
the Lie,” Catholic Agitator (Los Angeles), June 2004 
HAKKAR KKK EK 

Leonard Roy Frank is the editor of Random 
House Webster’s Quotationary (1998. Last year 
Random House published his Freedom: Quotes 
and Passages from the World’s Greatest 
Freethinkers and 5 gift books titled Inspiration, 
Love, Money, Wisdom, and Wit, each subtitled 
The Greatest Things Ever Said. 
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The Section 8 Scandal 


from page one 
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money to pay their rents for the month of 
July from a different funding source that 
does not allow the money to be used for 
paying rents for families in the Section 8 
- program. 

Due to Pucci’s success in persuading 
HUD to pay back past money owed to the 
Alameda Housing Authority, the 108 fam- 
ilies are back on the program and safe for 
now — at least, until the next funding 
shortfall occurs. 

HOUSING FUNDS DIVERTED TO 
HOMELAND SECURITY | 

- Sanctimonious officials from the Bush 
Administration have been making the 
rounds lately trying to counter the rash of 
damaging news stories springing up all 
over the country that have exposed the 
plight of nearly two million Section 8 
renters now threatened with homelessness 
because of the actions of HUD officials. 

The Times-Union of Northern Indiana 
reported on June 29 that more than $22 bil- 
lion dollars in federal money is being 
diverted to “homeland security,” with $2 
billion of that amount coming from HUD’s 
much-needed budget that provides funding 
for public housing, homeless shelters and 
the poorest renters in America. 

This means that some dark forces have 
quietly moved to steal $2 billion in 
resources granted by Congress to assist the 
poor and shift those resources to the police- 
state apparatus known as Homeland 
Security, making this one of the largest 
raids on a public program used by the poor 
during the past 20 years. 

From 2002 through 2003, the Homeland 
Security budget nearly doubled in size. Its 
budget quickly rose from $19.5 billion to 
$37 billion on the heels of Bush’s $1.35 
trillion tax cut for the rich in 2001, which 


now puts the squeeze on already tight bud- 
gets needed by the poor and working class. 


[For a chilling peek at the development of 


Police State America, check out Harpers 


Magazine’s frightening and insightful look 
at Homeland Security-related events at: 
www.harpers.org/HomelandSecurity html. ] 


A CONGRESSIONAL SHELL GAME 


The coast-to-coast outcry against the 
Bush Administration’s attempt to shred 
the Section 8 program was so intense that 
it forced Republican leaders in Congress 
to try to repair the damage. On July 20, 
.2004, Congress responded to the serious 
backlash from across the nation by restor- 
ing most of the $1.6 billion that Bush 
attempted to cut from Section 8. 

On July’20; the House VA-HUD 
appropriations subcommittee voted to 
. restore most of.the cuts to Section 8. But a 
New York Times editorial on July 22 
called the vote. “little more than a legisla- 
tive shell game” because Congress then 
made “odious cuts” to “all of the other 
important programs in the housing bud- 
get, including many that serve the elderly, 
. the disabled and the homeless.” 

This Congressional con game restores 
most of the Section 8 funding, but only by 
cutting the following essential programs 
that serve the homeless, disabled, elderly 
_ and people with AIDS. McKinney-Vento 
homeless assistance grants were slashed 
by $54 million; the HOME program by 
$86 million; housing for persons with 
AIDS by close to $13 million; housing for 
persons with disabilities by $11 million; 
housing for the elderly by over $32 mil- 
- lion; public housing operating funds by 
S153 million; fair housing programs by 
‘ almost $2 million; and community devel- 
opment block grants by over $200 mil- 
- lion. And the list goes on. - 

_ Also, the bill still leaves local housing 
authorities open to more attacks by HUD, 
in that HUD could arbitrarily change its 
funding formulas and dole out far less 


housing money than needed, similar to 
what occurred on April 22. The New York 
Times wrote, “That could mean a replay of 
the disaster that played out earlier this year 
when HUD cut rental subsidies retroac- 
tively, placing tens of thousands of people 
at risk of losing their homes.” 

In the face of all the negative publicity 
from around the nation, recently appoint- 
ed HUD Secretary Alphonso Jackson 
jumped into the spotlight by doing an 
interview on June 16 for the National 
Press Club. When Jackson was asked if 
the nation can expect any relief to assist 
those that now face eviction because of 
his changes on April 22 to the HUD 
guidelines that have redirected funding 
away from the Section 8 program, the fol- 
lowing exchange took place: 

Interviewer: “News reports from around 
the country have recently surfaced reveal- 
ing that families are now receiving eviction 
notices or facing rent increases. Does the 
department have plans to allay this crisis? 

HUD Secretary Jackson: “Well, let me 
say this because that’s another myth, and | 
like to debunk these myths. Nobody is 
facing evictions.” 2 


abled and the very poor to keep a roof 
over their head for the last 30 years. 

It took only a few weeks in office for 
HUD Secretary Alphonso Jackson to 
begin sabotaging the Section 8 program, 
and local housing agencies, landlords and 
tenants across the nation have become 
victims of Jackson’s cruel policies. 

Recent protests in Massachusetts are an 
indicator of what may happen across the 
nation. Massachusetts would have been 
forced to rescind vouchers frora 3,700 fam- 
ilies because HUD’s new policy caused a 
$3.1 million gap in Section 8 funding. In 
response, more than 2,000 angry people 
showed up at the Massachusetts State 
House on April 16, for a hearing to deter- 
mine how to deal with’the funding crisis 
intentionally created by HUD. 

The outcry of poor people and mom 
and pop landlords affected by the Section 
8 crisis foreshadows the impending cata- 
strophe looming in the future. The Bush 
Administration proposes to steal another 
$4.6 billion from the Section 8 program, 
leaving a total of 800,000 more voucher 
holders without the needed funding to 
assist the families already using them 


a a 
Angry Los Angeles officials joined a crowd of protesters in 


denouncing recent proposals to change the Section 8 pro-— 
gram, which they said could result in at least 13,000 low- 
income Los Angeles families being displaced from their 
housing in the very near future. 
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That’s right, nobody is facing eviction, 
according to the Secretary of HUD, and we 
are all to believe that the stories of hardship 
going on around us are all merely a fig- 
ment of our own imagination. With his 
background as a CEO from a large 
Houston energy corporation and friend of 
George W. Bush, Alphonso Jackson is the 
perfect corporate pitchman ruthless enough 
to gut the Section 8 program as he smiles 
and claims that the latest stories coming 
from victims of his policies are merely a 
myth that needs to be debunked. : 

On May 20, in a remark that was wide- 
ly condemned, HUD Secretary Jackson 
said he believed that “being poor is a state 
of mind, not a condition,” while he was 
being grilled by a Congressional Finance 
Committee about the funding shortfalls 
that have savaged the Section 8 program. 

Jackson was denounced for his poor 
behavior during an October 2003 visit to a 
HUD field office in Los Angeles, where he 
allegedly threatened physical violence 
against HUD union members. Jackson 


reportedly told more than 100 employees ~ . 


present at the meeting, “When I was a 
child, it took my father three whuppings to 
get the message through to me. And that’s 


what I am prepared to do if I hear of any 


more problems from this field office.” 
After a number of complaints were 
filed against Jackson, the Federal Labor 
Relations Authority ordered the HUD 
Secretary to post a written apology in the 
Los Angeles field office where the inci- 
dent allegedly occurred. As a follow-up 
statement stemming from the incident, 
NFFE (union) president Richard Brown 
said, “We are going to make sure that 


everyone knows how this man has: 


behaved, and demonstrate that he is unfit 
to be the secretary of HUD.” 

The recent attempt by the White House 
to plunder the Section 8 program has led 


to a nationwide outcry from poor, elderly | 


and disabled tenants, and from many 
housing authority officials. The Section 8 
program was originally created: back in 
1975 to offer market-based housing assis- 
tance to the poorest of the poor. Until 


recently, it served nearly two million low- 


income families around the country. 

The Section 8 program has had its crit- 
ics and shortcomings through the years, 
but has been a very successful program 
over all in assisting the sick, elderly, dis- 


throughout fiscal years 2005 to 2009. 

The April 22nd HUD announcement 
that changed the guidelines on how the 
Section 8 program is being funded, 
already has created hundreds of millions 
of dollars in funding shortfalls across the 
nation, resulting in nearly 90,000 families 
with vouchers in fiscal year 2004 that are 
being terminated by local housing authori- 
ties across the nation, according to the 


Center on Budget-and Policy Priorities: 


In mid-May, angry Los Angeles offi- 
cials joined a crowd of protesters in 
denouncing recent proposals to change the 
Section 8 program, which they said could 
result in at least 13,000 low-income Los 
Angeles families being displaced from 
their housing in the very near future. 

On May 14, the Dallas Housing 

Authority posted a notice on its website 
stating it has closed the application list for 
Section 8 vouchers. Dallas officials also 
announced that they regret the need to ter- 
minate nearly 500 vouchers by the end of 
fiscal year 2004 to balance the books. 
The Boston Globe reported on April 27 
that 650 eviction notices were sent to 
Section 8 tenants due to the HUD-created 
crisis. More than 60 percent of the notices 
went to people saddled with disabilities, 
according to local housing officials. 

The crying voice of thousands living in 
fear can now be heard on news broadcasts 
across the nation, as the sudden realiza- 
tion hits home that the Section 8 program 
has been sabotaged intentionally by the 
Bush Administration. 

This is a life-and-death matter to the 
AIDS patients that came out recently by 
the hundreds in Salt Lake City to protest 
the funding shortfalls taking place that 
now threaten to leave them without a roof 
over their heads along the foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains. 

Nor is it a mere inconvenience to the 
more than 400 families in Tacoma, 
Washington, that are also on the verge of 


_ losing their housing vouchers.since the 


program was sabotaged. These are real 
families feeling as though their lives have 


been shredded and that they are soon to be 


sold out and thrown away. 

At least 90,000 families across the 
country are suddenly facing the threat of 
homelessness, and as many. as 20 percent 
of those facing this plight may be blind, 
disabled or elderly. These families are. 
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wondering how to go on, now that they 
are confronted with the cold-hearted reali- 
ty of losing their much-needed housing. 
They have nowhere else to go. 

A Los Angeles Times story in early 
June placed the figure much closer to 
about 100,000 low-income families now 
at risk of losing vouchers or suffering rent 
increases because of the new HUD formu- 
la for deciding how much local housing 
authorities are reimbursed for the voucher 
program, according to a new analysis by 
the National Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Officials. 

One can only guess as to the dark rea- 
soning behind the White House decision 
to dump several hundred thousand victims 
out of their housing between now and the 
end of fiscal year 2005 — all in the name 
of helping out the poor. 

That’s right. The Bush Administration 
is claiming that their policies of cutting 
billions of dollars from the Section 8 bud- 
get — funding that was meant to assist the 
housing needs of the poor — will actually 
be beneficial to low-income people, 


‘because they will also change the regula- 


tions currently keeping the poor from 
using more than 40 percent of their 
income to pay for rent. 

HUD Deputy Secretary Michael Liu 
said, “The present regulations keep the 
poor from seeking higher paying jobs, and 
by allowing them to pay more than 40 
percent of their income for rent, the new 
regulations offer an incentive to motivate 
the poor into finding higher paying jobs.” 

That’s kind of like telling the sick and 
dying that if we take their medical insur- 
ance away from them, that this would all 
work out to their advantage because it 
gives them more incentive to find a bigger 
source of revenue to pay more of their 
medical bills now that they are about to 
lose their source of funding. 

One can only. imagine the well-oiled 
machinery that is in place to make sure that 


HUD officials all’sing in a chorus of illogi- 


cal lies, proclaiming that less is always bet- 
ter, when it comes to the needs of the poor. 
Try selling that line of crap to the millions 
of oppressed households that face never- 
ending rent increases and ever-decreasing 
wages and benefit packages, and you have 
just described the job description of HUD 
Secretary Jackson. 

You may have seen one of Jackson’s 
local victims lately on the television news. 
A blind resident of Alameda, through no 
fault of his own, is about to lose his home 
by the end of July. The all-seeing eye of a 
Channel 2 news camera moves in quickly 
for a close-up to capture the shock on his 
face on celluloid and bring it home to you, 
LIVE, in your living room as a featured 
product of the 10 o’clock evening news. 

“Oh, Charlie, what in the world is 
going to happen to you,” exclaimed the 
concerned reporter, as she listens intently 
to Charlie’s vivid tale of housing woes 


and threatened eviction. . 


Once again, as the resources of the 
poor have been plundered by the rich, the 
boundaries of sacred ground have been 
shattered in the name of helping out the 
poor. A campaign of lies and deceit has 
been carried out by the Bush 
Administration, which has dragged this 
nation into the unholy sacrifices. of end- 
less war, destitution and homelessness. 

_ As for the fate of the 108 families in 
Alameda that temporarily lost their hous- 
ing vouchers and sweated it out as their 
futures became uncertain, let’s hope that 


the, Section 8 crisis becomes a beacon of 
-hope to inspire people to forever unite 


against the tyranny of profiteering and 
greed now controlling this nation. The 
Bush Administration must be stopped 
from stealing lifeline resources from the 
poor, and handing them over to the rich. 


Lynda Carson may be reached at ten- 
antsrule@ yahoo.com or (510) 763-1085. 
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Housing Crisis in Marin 


from page one 


_ Housing Authority. has been very consci- 
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residents among the already economically 
disadvantaged Section 8 population. The 


_ Marin Housing Authority steered project- - 


based vouchers to the projects that are 
serving special-needs residents and 
extremely low-income seniors. 

HUD is not hearing from the bones 
providers, and is treating Marin Housing 
Authority as a bad actor, when most 
members of the community believe the 


entious in trying to support projects hous- 
ing the poorest and most needy. 

- This is the largest single crisis to hit 
affordable housing in Marin, affecting 14 
nonprofit organizations operating 30 
affordable. housing developments. Project- 
based vouchers provide excellent financial 
leverage. Not only. are approximately 200 


~ households directly supported by these 


vouchers, but overall financial feasibility 
for many of these developments is threat- 
ened because Section 8 rental subsidies 
are needed to make mortgage payments. 

Two major new developments totaling 
75 units are immediately threatened, if reso- 
lution isn’t found within days. These pro- 
jects are in the process of closing construc- 
tion financing, which is impossible now 
that the promised vouchers were canceled 
‘at the last minute. The loss of the promised 
vouchers threatens to derail the two devel- . 
opments, which together comprise $23 mil- 
lion of financing, and nearly 20 years of 
work to garner community approval. Also, 
a third new development planned to start 
next year lost 10 promised vouchers. 

In response to HUD’s demands, the 
Marin Housing Authority is converting 
the project-based vouchers to regular ten- 
ant-based vouchers, so existing tenants 
can now take them elsewhere. But if ten- 
ants leave, the projects cannot make up 
the lost cash flow without substantially 
raising rents — which will change the ten- 
ant mix, putting the housing out of reach 
for others of extremely low income. 

HUD’s action is purely local; it has 
nothing to do with pending national 
Section 8 budget cuts. But if those budget 
cuts come, they also will fall on these 
same extremely low-income, senior and 
disabled residents. 

Tenants in the developments with pro- 
ject-based vouchers are able to take 
advantage of on-site services not funded 
by the voucher program. These programs 


are able to assist seniors, families and | 


people with disabilities to live indepen- 


dently with some support. HUD’s pro- 


posed change threatens these programs. 
On July 16, the Marin Housing 
Authority stated that they had recently met 
with representatives of 14 Marin nonprofit 
housing agencies to announce changes in 
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Street Spirit is a publication of the 
Amesican Friends Service Committee 
(AFSC). AFSC was founded by Quakers 
in 1917 to provide conscientious objectors 
an opportunity to aid civilian victims dur- 
ing World War I. Today it carries on pro-- 


education in 22 foreign countries and 43 
areas in the United States. 

In 1947, the AFSC and Priends Service 
of Britain 6 gether received the Nobel 


Street Spirit — 


grams of service, social justice, and-peace 


the project-based component of Marin’s 
- Section 8 program. 
“The good news is that this will not 
affect any tenants who currently have a 
project-based Section 8 voucher — they 


will not lose their assistance,” reported 


Acting Executive Director Marilyn 


Carreras. “We will be converting all exist- 
ing ‘project-based’ vouchers to ‘tenant- 


‘based’ vouchers, effective August 1st. 


There is no impact on current tenants 
since this conversion is an Le, 
accounting procedure.” 

The difference, according to Canens 


-is that in the future the voucher will 


belong to the tenant and will move with. 
them, rather than being permanently 
attached to the property where they live. 
“Although this may seem like a minor 
distinction, it actually has significant rami-. 
fications,” explained Maurice Wolohan, 
Acting Deputy Director. “The nonprofit 
housing providers have relied on these pro- 
ject-based Section 8 commitments to guar- 
antee the long-term ‘financial viability of 
their projects. The commitments. help 
ensure their ability to operate the housing 
facility and serve their clients. while main- 
taining a steady. mcome stream. The ten- 
ants in these projects are very-low-income 
residents, many. with special needs — 
including developmental disabilities, men- 


- tal illness, battered spouses and clients 


transitioning out of homelessness.” 

In the future, according to Wolohan, 
with their project-based vouchers convert- 
ed to tenant-based, residents will be free 
to relocate to another property. 

Barbara Collins, affordable housing 


strategist for Marin County, said, “One of 
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civil rights movement, when we got tired 
of seeing people being sprayed by hoses 
and tired.of seeing people being attacked 
by dogs; we got angry and we did,some- 
thing about it. 

We should be angry about people get- 
ting set on fire, and we should be angry 
about children being firebombed simply 
because they’re homeless. We should be 
angry about people being drowned and 
beheaded. It’s time to get angry about 
this issue and we have to do that if we're 
going to end this terrible injustice in the 
richest country in the world. 

Again, we got angry about the lack of 
women’s rights and we were able to 
change it. We got dissatisfied. We got 


we got dissatisfied. We should get dissat- 
isfied about this issue of the criminaliza- 
tion of homeless people. 

I’m angry about homelessness 
because it happened to me on the streets 
of Cincinnati. Several times I was roust- 


Peace Prize for their “silent help from the 
nameless to the nameless. 
address the root causes of poverty, injus- 
tice, and war. We are - called to confront, 
nonviolently, powerful institutions of 
ppprveso): violence and injustice. 

The AFSC believes that people can 
change the world. Our job is to share 


skills, staff, and resources, and help com- | 


munities organize. Once we get involved, 
we tend to stay: 45 years with farm work- 
ers in the Central Valley,. 50 years in the 
California prison system, 50 years with the 
American Indian community, 19 years 
with homeless people in the Bay Area, 30 
years working for Middle East peace idee 
Christians, Muslims, and Jews. 
To contact AFSC call: (415) 565-0201 

American Friends Service Committee 
65 Ninth St. San Francisco, CA 94103 


The Deadly Consequences of Criminalization 


angry about the lack of civil rights, and — 


”” AFSC seeks to | 


the challenges will be for the nonprofit 
housing sponsors to find ways to retain 
their tenants who currently have vouchers, 
and avoid them choosing to leave and live 
“elsewhere.” 5 

According to Collins, some residents 
may opt to leave at the end of their current 
lease, but many will stay because these pro- 
jects provide a variety of suppoftive ser- 
vices for residents in addition to the hous- 
ing. “It may be possible for them to come 
up with some additional perks and incen- 
tives to retain their current residents.” 

Roy Bateman, the community develop- 
ment coordinator for the Marin County 
Community Development Agency, said, - 
“Marin County has a competent and caring 
Housing Authority; and their use of pro- 
ject-based Section 8 vouchers to support 
nonprofit housing is good public policy 
and an efficient use of government funds. 
Nonprofit ownership is the surest way to 
guarantee permanent affordability in a 
high-priced housing market. The Housing 
Authority has made some technical and 
procedural violations, which need to be 
addressed. I am hopeful that a solution can 
be worked out which does not jeopardize 
the financing for the development of the 
Hamilton Transitional Housing and the Pt. 
Reyes Apartments.” 

A partial break 1 in the crisis occurred in 
late July when HUD rescinded part of its 
July 1st decree that terminated funding for 
the programs. 

Betty Pagett, director of education and 
advocacy for EAH, the nonprofit that man- 
ages the largest number of threatened 
vouchers in Marin County, said, “As of 
July 22, HUD working with the Marin 


* 


ed away by the policemen. I didn’t wear 
a suit back in those days, and I didn’t 
smell very well, and I didn’t look very 
well; and because of that, I was invisible. 
Because of that, people were willing to 
~come. up to me on the streets, and say 
nasty things to me, and tell me to move 
along, and spray water on me when I 
slept on park benches at night. 

I am very passionate about not letting 
that continue to happen to people in this 
country. I’ve experienced at first hand 
how you’re made to feel invisible and 
how painful it is for people to act violent- 
ly against you simply because ‘you're 
homeless. We can’t allow that to contin- 
ue to happen in this country. 


Support Bringing America Home Act, 
House Resolution 2897. NCH has petitions on 
their website. To get involved, contact: 

National Coalition for the Homeless, 

1012 14th Street, NW, Suite 600, 

Washington, D.C., 20005-3471. 

Phone: (202) 737-6444. 

E-mail: info@nationalhomeless.org 

_ Web: http://www.nationalhomeless.org 


A Partnership Between AFSC and BOSS 


BOSS 


Building | 
Opportunities 
| for Self-Sufficiency 


The Street Spirit vendor program is 
managed by Building Opportunities for 
Self-Sufficiency (BOSS).. BOSS was 
founded in 1971 to serve the deinstitu- 
tionalized mentally disabled. Over the 
years, the organization expanded and 
added programs to serve all homeless 
and poor people. 

Today BOSS operates 30 programs in 
Berkeley, Oakland, and Hayward serving 
3,000 families and individuals each year. 


AS 


Housing Authority and housing and service 
providers and at the urging of local advo- 
cates and legislators, has ruled that transi- 
tional housing is a legitimate use of project- 
based vouchers and that the two new con- 
struction developments can move ahead.” 

Pagett added, “The now-crucial need is 
to restore the 200 vouchers terminated by 
the HUD action. Any new vouchers 
would be issued under the new approved 
plan. To terminate current vouchers and. 
ask that they be re-issued under the new 
plan is to essentially deny them because 
of the upcoming budget limitations. Most 
of the 200 serve extremely low-income 
seniors and persons with disabilities. Even 
if the current residents receive tenant- 
based vouchers, when they leave, future 
residents will not be able to be served at 
those income levels, or programs will 

have to close.” 

Pagett reminded HUD that the survival 
and well-being of the poorest and most 
disabled residents was the paramount con- 
cern. She said, “We are very hopeful that 
HUD will understand the vital reason for 
restoring these vouchers so that we can 
continue to provide homes for the most 
vulnerable and needy among us. That is 
the whole reason for the program.” 

As this complicated crisis between 
-HUD, the Marin Housing Authority and 
local affordable housing developers con- 
tinues to unfold, housing advocates will 
keep an eye on future developments, and 
hope for the best outcome for the poorest 
and most vulnerable residents that HUD 
was created to serve in the first place. 


Early Waning 
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and homeless peoples of color, “This is 
the challenge that is going to be facing 
us. For the first time, you cannot say 
| San Francisco does not have a homeless 


problem as long as you don’t count the 
Chinese quarters. You’ve got to look at 
the whole city. Virtually no administra- 
tors of American cities have ever had to 
do that before.” 

Terrell would like to see us “address 
| the historic role of whites and white 
racism vis-a-vis the current world 
order.” He believes that ““Whiteness” as 
a frame of reference and grand organiz- 
ing paradigm for the world we live in 
today needs to be confronted, decon- 
structed, and “dismantled in much the 
same manner as was Nazism.” 

Noting that Hispanics, for example, 
are rapidly becoming the largest ethnic 
group in our nation, he suggests we col- 
lectively ponder on the image that most 
accurately reflects anes American racial 
identity. 


Our work targets four outcomes — 
affordable housing, improved health, 
economic security, and social justice. 

BOSS pursues its mission in two ways: 

(1) Providing comprehensive services 
to help people gain independence — 
shelters, housing, education, training, 
employment, health and mental health 
care, youth and family services, leader- 
ship development, and more; and 

(2) Attacking the root causes of poverty 
and homelessness through policy advoca- 
‘cy, grassroots organizing, community 
planning, and fighting to include the 
voice of poor people in designing imple- 
menting solutions. 

For more information, call (510) 
649-1930 or visit http://www.self-suffi- 
ciency.org. If you need housing or ser- 

vices, please call (510) 843-3700. 


$¢ 


16 


Eee, 


ee Beebe 


August 2004 


by Mary Rudge 
nation depends upon the health 
of its people, and health is now 
one of America’s most signifi- 
cant political issues. The 
health of every person is a measure of the 
health of the nation. The availability and 
quality of the food we eat are of para- 
mount importance in the coming election. 
Two major concerns are whether our 


‘nation provides adequate food and nutri- 
tion to keep its poorest citizens alive, and 


the choices of food eaten by people who 
then become obese and die or develop 
numerous expensive medical problems 
from their excess weight. — 

Many cities in the United States have 
allowed some people to starve on the 
streets. Yet, simultaneously, a majority of 
people in the United States are obese. 
Starvation does not get equal coverage, but 
obesity has become a crisis subject for the 
media. Some children no longer fit into 
their desks at school, and adults no longer 
fit into seats on airplanes. The government 
wants studies to see which diet plan works 
best to control fat. This is big news. 

Meaningful information is distributed 
benefiting those “roughly 75 percent of 
the population” of the United States, 
according to some reports, with a huge 


Body Mass Index out of all proportion to_ 


the ideal weight needed for overall health. 
The media regales them with diet pro- 
grams they can join, and newly invented 
equipment they can buy to reduce their 
fat, while the problems of those suffering 
real hunger are ignored. 

The poor and hungry are not offered 
any antidote to their plight — nutritious 
food — and thus hunger remains an 
unsolvable problem. Those buying and 
eating excess food can pay for weight-loss 
programs, exercise equipment, and diet 
plans; those without money for basic 
nourishment simply can die. 


Yet these two groups have one cause in 


common: proper basic nourishment to keep. 


the body healthy and alive. People are 
equally at risk for death and ill health from 
inadequate food and malnutrition, as they 
are from too much unhealthy food and 
dietary imbalances that cause excessive 
weight. Both kinds of problems can result 
in an impaired immune system, leaving 
them more susceptible to many horrific and 
debilitating diseases. The hungry and 
overfed are equal in their common need for 
a health plan for all. 

Leaders of the U.S. government — 
which should be we the people — have 
done very little to change the quality: of 
life for America’s obese and America’s 
starving — other than the failure and 
embarrassment suffered by Hilary Clinton 
who proposed.a National Health Plan. 

Food Not Bombs and other groups 
have been persecuted and prosecuted for 
their attempts to feed poor people. Fat 
people with health plans have been denied 
coverage for obesity for decades, until 
recently, when it was declared a disease. 
Yet malnutrition has not been declared a 
disease to be covered by any national 


health: plan — which would then give 
food as a “medical prescription.” Because. 


of this national failure, people continue to 


suffer hunger, malnutrition and even pre- 


mature. death on the streets. 

In my recent experiences, I have wit- 
nessed the sorrow of this. I exited a gro- 
cery store one evening on my way home 
with my sack of food to be met by a poor 
man who told me he was homeless and 
had diabetes and was in danger of losing 
his foot. Many diabetics are amputees. 

Not having the correct food to care for 
his diabetic-condition was his constant 
concern. The wrong foods can kill a dia- 


betic person. We looked through my gro- 


ceries to see if there was something he 


A beautiful cornucopia of food, painted by Oakland artist Arnold White. 


could eat that I could let him have, as I 
had no more money to give him so he 


could buy the food he needed. It was start- _ 


ing to drizzle, but I knew soon Tf would be 
on the bus and then at home; and [ real- 


ized, too, how hard it was to be sleeping 
out on the cement in his condition. 

I could see his poor, swollen, purple 
feet in stretched and torn sandals, without 
socks, and I could see his hands were 
gnarled from arthritis. He thanked me and 
blessed me, over and over, for the food. 

I remembered a woman crying on the 
bus, who was telling people around her 
that she had cancer and was homeless and 


was fed by St. Vincent de Paul and other - 
meal providers for the poor. But she could — 


not get the things her doctor told her 
would keep her alive in her condition: the 
regular health foods, carrot juice, fruits, 
and vitamin supplements. The food donat- 
ed to homeless meal programs could not 
meet her special health needs. 

She carried three plastic bags that held 
all the clothes and belongings she had in 


the world. She had no ability to ever. 


afford a home again and had no potential 


for a job. She could go to a homeless cen- 
ter and get coffee and doughnuts, but she 


was more worried over how to get carrot 


juice than anything. Finding healthful - 


food was her daily stress. She was falling 
apart over her concern about how to feed 
herself to combat ihe cancer that was eat 
ing away at her life. 


Dr. SONIA GAEMI’s PRESCRIPTION 


A dietitian in Berkeley, Dr. Sonia 


Gaemi, wants Americans to wake up to 


the knowledge that teas and other foods- 


provide the best and most economical 
way to health. In the many countries she 


has researched where people have long 


life and health, she has seen that teas with 
spices, fruits and berries help people to 
self-heal. 

Dr. Gaemi wants such teas to be dis- 
pensed to everyone as part of a National 
Health plan. She has written a book on hor- 
monal eating and how foods balance the 
body’s systems as a protection against dis- 


eases and the destruction of the body’s cel- 
lular life. Her proposal is that mint teas and 
other herbal teas should be made as accessi- 
ble to all as water and air; and that such a 
widespread, nationwide program include 
freely giving teas with spices in schools, 
and making teas available at locations all 
over the city for rich and poor alike. 
Various spices have been proven to 
destroy many kinds of bacteria that attack 
the body. Dr. Gaemi has lists of spices and 
how they serve the health of the people. 


She recounts stories of how people in. 


- Healthy Food Is Vital to a National Health Plan. 


Middle Eastern and other chantibs walk — 
into stores where they are freely offered 


cups of mint tea, and how it is the custom 
for people to hold and breathe the fra- 


grance of sprigs of mint as they walk 
through the‘streets. In Asia, people fre-. 
quently wear tittle bags of fragrant herbs 


around their necksto Mhale the health ben- 
éfits their essences can‘provide. 
-<Growing herbs and letting people 


| freely have them to chew and add to their 
= drinking: water will transform the health 


of millions of people in America, she 
believes. One advantage of Dr. Gaemi’s 
idea of providing healthful teas of spices 
and herbs as part of a national Health plan 
is that all people could’ be reached. Those 
who have money for food and have unbal- 


anced their systems with unhealthy food 


choices and those who have no food 
choices would benefit equally. 

Dr. Sonia Gaemi has been awarded an 
“Amazing Women” title by the United 
Nations. Her concept of Tea for Life as a 


health plan originated in the Self Healing 


and Peace Project for the United Nations 
and has been welcomed by the United 
Nations Hague Peace Conference as a 
model for self-healing on a global scale. 
Some of her ideas have already been 
incorporated into health spas being devel- 
oped in various parts of the world. 
Nature has designed plants and foods 
for the care of all human bodies and their 
organs and systems. Specific foods exist 
for specific human conditions, to restore 
health to people and prevent diseases. 


It will take wisdom in order to get the 
nurturing foods to all people. Once this is: 


accomplished, a healthier nation will be 
developed because each individual will be 
a healthier and happier creator of the 


nation. Surely those who want to be 


empowered by the voters, one vote per 
person, will understand. 


Dr. Sonia Gaemi’s new book focuses ‘on 
women’s hormones and is titled Eating Wisely 
for Hormonal Balance; The Woman’s Guide to 
Good Health, High Energy and Ideal Weight, 
and is published by New. Harbinger 
Publications, Inc. She will make several appear- 
ances in the Bay Area in the months ahead, 
bringing her book and ideas to the public. 


